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‘Soft’ stuff that 
can morph into 
hardcore racism . 


ince our last issue, Europe has 

been visited by a flurry of ‘National 

Conservatism’ activity — an 

unnecessary import from the USA, if 

ever there was one. It is a nationalist 
project launched by the extremely wealthy 
right-wing Edmund Burke Foundation that lays 
particular stress on cultural and national identity. 
And it has found early echoes across Europe. 

An old friend of Searchlight, the distinguished 
playwright David Edgar, has been taking a close 
look at the three-day NatCon conference held 
in London in May. Aside from the headline- 
catching faux pas of a Conservative MP seeming 
to suggest that Kaiser Wilhelm and Adolf Hitler 
had done little more than fumble the ball as 
proponents of patriotism, there was not a lot 
that could be described as outrageous. It was 
all overtly right wing, obviously, and often a bit 
batty, to say the least. But, despite its dodgy US 
roots, it wasn’t seriously scary. 

Or was it? 

David reaches a very interesting conclusion: 
that there was a kind of invisible yet unifying 
theme to the conference and among its 
speakers. A ghost at the feast. No one spoke 
directly of what is commonly dubbed ‘the 
great replacement theory’ — a supposed global 
conspiracy to shunt around populations in order 
to dilute national identities — and yet much 
seemed to touch on it. 

How can Britain be a tiny island too 
overcrowded to take in asylum seekers and badly 
in need of more house building, while at the 
same time facing a critical need to ramp up its 
childbirth rate? The complaints seem mutually 
contradictory — unless you have already silently 
accepted the premise that we are in a battle to 
fend off alien replacement. Baby refugees? No 
thank you. Baby Brits? Yes please, and lots of 
them. Ah! Now it all makes sense. 

David makes a useful analogy with the idea 
in narcotics policy that there are such things as 
gateway drugs — ‘soft’ and relatively harmless 
substances that start unwitting users on the 
path to finding, eventually, they are slaves to the 
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hard stuff. Is that what these policy fragments 
are? There is no harm in a few puffs of anti- 
immigration here and a capsule or two of baby 
breeding there... until one day you find yourself 
at the bottom of a slippery slope, and you are 
mainlining the ‘great replacement theory’ with 
no clear idea how you got there. 

This issue also features a report by Martin 
Smith from the European Conservative Political 
Action Conference (CPAC) in Budapest, 
addressed by other luminaries of the national 
conservative tendency from all over the world, 
where echoes of the same themes were heard. 
The claim by Hungarian premier Viktor 
Orban that migration was a deliberate plan 
engineered to destroy national identities was 
greeted rapturously. 

Meanwhile, two British figures have found 
themselves criticised for having (in unconnected 
cases) played rather fast and loose with the topic 
of the Nazi death camps. Although arguably 
long overdue for ejection from the Conservative 
Party, MP Andrew Bridgen was finally shown 
the red card for describing the Covid vaccination 
programme as ‘the biggest crime against 
humanity since the holocaust’. Bridgen has now 
joined the right-wing party headed by former 
actor Laurence Fox. 

Similarly, GB News presenter Neil Oliver 
has drawn flak for retweeting (and declining to 
take down) an image that blatantly associates 
those same Covid vaccines with the crimes of 
the Third Reich. 

You can argue until the cows come home 
about whether the behaviour of these two can 
accurately be described as ‘anti-Semitic’ in and 
of itself, but they are intelligent adults who knew 
that what they were doing would give extreme 
offence to many people, and yet did it anyway. 
To go back to our drugs analogy, it occurs to us 
that relying on a ‘we never specifically mentioned 
Jews’ defence is not much more distinguished 
than Bill Clinton’s notorious admission that he 
had puffed on a cannabis joint or two but ‘did 
not inhale’. 


Dr Gerry Gable, editor 


How can Britain 

be a tiny island 

too overcrowded 
to take in asylum 
seekers, while at 
the same time 
facing a critical 
need toramp up its 
childbirth rate? 
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Britain's fascists fight it out 
in bitter three-way split 


By Gerry Gable 


| J ntil a few weeks ago Patriotic 

Alternative (PA) was seen as the 

most serious far-right threat that 
the UK had produced since the collapse 
of Nick Griffin’s British National Party 
(BNP). But recent events have confirmed 
that PA, formed by Griffin’s former 
henchman Mark Collett in 2019, has split 
into at least three factions. 

Each of these held rival events on the 
first weekend in July. 

In Bowthorpe, near Norwich, Alek 
Yerbury of the National Support 
Detachment (NSD) staged the latest of 
a very busy schedule of anti-migrant 
demonstrations. Chairing this event was 
Norwich-based boxing coach Glen Saffer, 
a long-standing ally of English Defence 
League founder Tommy Robinson. 

When Robinson quit the EDL in 2014 
claiming to be opposed to ‘extremists 
and racists’, Saffer joined him. Yet 
now Saffer happily associates with 
the hardline fascist Yerbury, who has 
appointed himself ‘commanding officer’ 
of the NSD and has ‘companies’ and no 
doubt ‘battalions’, rather than regions 
and branches. 

The few dozen yobs who attended 


Yerbury’s event did not exhibit much 
military discipline, although one of his 
fellow speakers was another ex-soldier, 
Simon Bean. Like Yerbury’s close friend 
Katie Fanning, Bean is a former UKIP 
activist. After suffering alcohol problems, 
he has drifted around the racist and 
Islamophobic scene with hooligan 
gangs such as the ‘Democratic Football 
Lads Alliance’. 

Bean now seems to be a regular 
associate of Yerbury’s, as is another of 
the Bowthorpe speakers, conspiracy 
theorist Alan Merritt. Putting it 
politely, this is the eccentric wing of the 
racist movement. 

But Yerbury will be happy to have 
secured the support of another PA 
defector, former Eastern England 
regional organiser Chris Mitchell who 
hosts the podcast ‘Patriotic Talk’. For a 
couple of years this was a joint operation 
with Kristofer Kearney, aka Kris Kearns 
(see story below and page 20), but the 
two nazi streamers fell out in 2021. 

Kearney went on to host podcasts 
for PA, while Mitchell split with Collett 
and became part of an Independent 
Nationalist Network (INN) of PA 
dissidents. Now Kearney has been 
sentenced at the Old Bailey to almost 
five years imprisonment for terrorist 


Collett ally jailed for terror offences 


ONE OF THE closest political allies of 
Patriotic Alternative leader Mark Collett 
has been jailed for terrorist offences. 
Kristofer Kearney (alias Kris Kearns) 
admitted uploading the manifestos of 
terrorist murderers Anders Breivik and 
Brenton Tarrant and promoting them on 
his Telegram channel. 

Kearney ran the channel under the 
name ‘Charlie Big Potatoes’ and was a key 


Continued on next page 


offences, and while some of the so-called 
‘independent nationalists’ are again 
getting cosy with PA, Mitchell remains 
bitterly critical of his former leader. 

Mitchell’s ex-comrade in INN, Joe 
Strutt (alias Anglo Joe), was the main 
organiser of a ‘unity meeting’ on which 
Collett based his fightback against the 
breakaway led by senior PA officers that 
include yet another former leading figure 
in Griffin’s BNP, Kenny Smith. 

In a classic case of ‘my enemy’s 
enemy is my friend’, Strutt and his INN 
colleague Richard Lumby have moved 
back towards PA because they really 
detest Smith. 


Mutual hatred 

Similarly, a splinter group called 
Highland Division — fanatically extreme 
even by PA standards — has again 
become close to Collett because of their 
mutual hatred of Smith. 

Members of INN and Highland 
Division built up the numbers for 
Collett’s diminished gang at a PA 
summer camp, held on the same 
weekend as Yerbury’s Norwich rally, but 
to no one’s surprise Mitchell decided to 
demonstrate his new loyalty to the NSD’s 
‘commanding officer’ and his continuing 
contempt for Collett. 

Highland Division’s previous venture 
into North-West England was to attend 
a weekend conference of New British 
Union, the uniformed Oswald Mosley 
tribute act that promotes ‘lone wolf 
violence. No doubt they were able to 
compare notes on Mosley cultism with 
Collett’s number two Laura Tyrie (aka 
Laura Towler) and discuss ‘lone wolf 
strategy with Towler’s husband Sam 
Melia, a former activist with the banned 
terrorist group National Action. 

Also still part of Collett’s network are 
various European nazis including the 
Nordic Resistance Movement (NRM), 
whose Finnish branch was banned in 


Searchlight | 5 


wo 
{eet 


ie i 
rd 


2019 for advocating violence. NRM 
activists including Andreas Johansson 
have appeared both in person and online 
as part of PA events. 

Smith was another Scottish fascist 
crossing the border to host his new 
Homeland Party’s first summer camp in 
Derbyshire. He was able to taunt Collett 
by welcoming several of the former 
regional organisers and prominent 
online fascist personalities who would 
until recently have been the stars of 
PA events. 

These included Alec Cave (aka Wesley 
Russell) who has become host of the 
party’s online news channel, Home 
Report. Each of the three factions of what 
used to be PA is frantically generating 
online streams and news commentary, 
apparently as a substitute for having 
much in the way of real-world activism. 


The bets are on 

At least Yerbury is trying, with his busy 
agenda of rallies, but his support seems 
mainly to be drawn from the dregs of 
the old EDL scene, combined with fringe 
activists from the new-style conspiracy- 
focused movement. 

There seems now to be a race 
between Smith and Yerbury to be first 
to get their group registered with the 
Electoral Commission as a political 
party. Searchlight’s money is on Smith’s 
Homeland. 

Few expect Collett’s PA to make any 
serious effort to become a registered 
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party as this would mean close scrutiny 
of its financial accounts. At present 
Patriotic Alternative Ltd (owned jointly 
by Collett and Tyrie, with East Anglian 
organiser Steve Blake as third director 
since January this year) is entitled to file 
only ‘micro accounts’, which show PA’s 
assets (£7,367 on 31 July last year), but 
no details of income or expenditure, and 
crucially no information as to how much 
its directors are paid. 

Perhaps even more important is that 
a registered political party would be 
strictly regulated in relation to donors 
(with overseas donors not permitted, 
unless they are on the UK electoral 
register). 

Will Collett be prepared to sacrifice the 
benefits of financial opacity, just so that 
PA candidates can lose their deposits in 
an election? 

His preferred strategy is to use the 
already registered British Democrats as 
a flag of convenience. British Democrat 
leader Jim Lewthwaite, a former BNP 
councillor in Bradford, attended the 
recent ‘unity meeting’ with PA, INN, 
and Highland Division. But some of 
Lewthwaite’s colleagues are not so keen, 
especially because of PA’s ever more 
extreme fringe associations and the 
recent terrorism conviction of one of 
Collett’s closest associates. 

Will the unity talks progress or lead 
to yet another split? Searchlight looks 
forward to a long summer of discontent 
among Britain’s fascists. 


Camping it up 
The trio limbering 
up are Jeff Marsh 
(left), James 

Mac (centre) 

and Michael 
Woodbridge, 
(above) Marsh was 
joined by Laura 
Towler 


Collett ally jailed for 
terror offences 
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part of Collett’s drive to promote 
PA through a combination of 
fitness training and nazi ideology. 

The case began on 6 February 
2019 when Kearney refused to 
provide UK Border Police with 
passwords to various devices 
(including mobile phones) when 
he was stopped under schedule 7 
of the Terrorism Act. He then went 
on the run, but continued working 
with Collett, Sam Melia and fellow 
ex-members of the banned nazi 
terrorist group National Action to 
create PA later that year. 

Kearney spent the next three 
years living in Spain, where he 
had unexplained links to Irish 
underworld figures, and in 2021 
uploaded 81 texts, including the 
Breivik and Tarrant manifestos. 

The only reason he avoided 
a longer sentence was that the 
Old Bailey judge accepted that 
he probably had not read most 
of the material he uploaded. But 
the judge ruled that at the very 
least Kearney had shown a ‘very 
high degree of recklessness’ as to 
whether his online posts would 
incite serious violence. 

Collett cannot claim to be 
unaware of Kearney’s long record 
of such ‘recklessness’. In April 
2021 (while on the run), Kearney 
co-hosted a podcast during which 
Oliver Bel (a Cambridge maths 
graduate who was jailed a few 
weeks later than Kearney for 
terrorism offences) and Thomas 
Sewell (leader of an Australian 
hooligan gang, National Socialist 
Network) made appalling 
statements, including calls for the 
rape of police officers and social 
workers. 

Some of Kearney’s enemies on 
the far right wonder what sort 
of deals were done to reduce his 
sentence and allow him to serve it 
close to his family in Spain. 

See also page 20 
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Erdogan election victory speech 
continues attack on ‘LGBT+ forces’ 


sf urkey’s President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan took the opportunity 
to attack the LGBT+ community 
in his ‘victory’ speech hours after the 
polls closed in the run-off election in 
Turkey on 28 May 2023. 

His statement reiterated his 
homophobic pre-election campaign 
rhetoric, stating: ‘In our culture, family 
is sacred. No one can interfere. We will 
strangle anyone who dares to touch it.’ 
He went on to say that what he termed 
‘LGBT+ forces’ would not be able to 
‘infiltrate’ his party, the AKP. 

When Erdogan first came to power 
in 2003 as Prime Minister, he had 
courted the support of minorities, 
including the LGBT+ community 
and Turkish Kurds. He has since 
taken many turns in his national and 
international policy. 

In May, Erdogan won the second 
round of the election, with 52.2% of the 
vote. He had narrowly missed gaining 


a sufficient majority in the first round, 
in which hardline nationalist Sinan 
Ogan took 5.2% of the vote. For the 
second round, Ogan pledged his support 
to the president, but surprisingly only 
after he had first met with opposition 
leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu. 

Having served the maximum 
permissible terms as Prime Minister, 
in 2014 Erdogan became the first 
President of Turkey to be elected by 
the people. In 2017, he gave the role 
more powers in a referendum, and was 
then elected President for a second 
term in 2018. 

More recently, in his bid to remain 
in power, Erdogan has aligned himself 
with ultra-religious conservatives. 

His call for ‘family values’ echoes many 
other nationalist conservative voices 

in the USA and, increasingly, here in 
the UK. 

The Turkish people had a hard 
choice in what was described by 


opposition leader Kailicdaroglu as the 
‘most unfair elections in years’. As the 
leader of a coalition, Kil¢daroglu had 
been offering a more democratic and 
secular Turkey. 

However, in the final weeks of 
campaigning he began to spout 
anti-immigrant rhetoric in a bid to 
secure sufficient votes, after some 
commentators claimed that the Nation 
Alliance coalition may be taking 
for granted that the anti-Erdogan 
sentiment would translate into his 
demise at the ballot box. 

Erdogan’s People’s Alliance 
campaign included highlighting 
Kiledaroglu’s collaboration with 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party PKK, with 
the implication that the opposition 
Nation Alliance were supporters 
of terrorism. 

Among the first to congratulate 
Erdogan was Hungary’s Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban. 


Beatty Orwell, Battle of Cable Street 
veteran, dies aged 105 


which she attended aged just 17. The 
two friends were bravely present 
outside the event. They watched the 
‘fancy cars’ in which Mosley arrived and 
saw the brave anti-fascists, who had 
tried to disrupt the meeting and been 
badly beaten, being thrown out of the 
venue. Waiting outside were many 
anti-fascists who greeted them and 
tended their wounds. 

Beatty was a lifelong Labour Party 
Stalwart. Her husband, John, was Mayor 
of Tower Hamlets twice and Beatty 
became a Tower Hamlets councillor 
herself in the 1970s. At the time of her 
death, she was the longest standing 
and oldest member of the Labour 
Party, and she remained politically 
active and an anti-fascist all her life. 


CABLE STREET VETERAN Beatty Orwell 
died at home in June, just two weeks 
before her 106th birthday. 

From a non-political family, Beatty 
had nonetheless been involved in 
anti-fascism since her teenage years. 
She is well known for being present at 
the Battle of Cable Street in 1936 and 
she spoke alongside others at the 80th 
Anniversary Cable Street march and 
rally in 2016. 

As teenagers, she and her friend 
Ginnie used to go to a cafe on Osborn 
Street, which was frequented by 
Labour Party and Communist anti- 
fascists. This was probably where she 
heard about Mosley’s 1934 ‘Nuremberg 
rally-style event at London's Olympia, 
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Attacks on ULEZ cameras: far right 
finds new cause to attract recruits 


By Cathy Pound 


earchlight has reported on how 
S the far right has shifted tactics in 

its search to find new recruits for 
its cause. Having exploited the Covid 
pandemic, it now has a new focus: 
opposing any restrictions to what it 
sees as the ‘freedom’ to drive. 

At the start of the pandemic, 5G 
masts were attacked and we now see 
Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) 
cameras being vandalised, with the 
number of incidents increasing as the 
implementation date of the expanded 
ULEZ on 29 August 2023 nears. 

The ULEZ scheme, which has been 
operating in inner London since 2019, 
is due to be expanded to all London 
boroughs. It operates by charging 
vehicles deemed to be more polluting 
a £12.50 daily fee for driving within 
the designated area, as a means of 
reducing air pollution by creating a 
disincentive to drive non-compliant 
vehicles. 

In March 2023, Transport for 
London reported that there had 
been 31 incidents of vandalism in the 
expanded zone, with 12 reported in the 
existing ULEZ zone. These included 


wires to cameras being cut in Abbey 
Wood, Greenwich, and a camera lens 
being painted with black paint in 
Catford, Lewisham. 

As more automatic number plate 
recognition (ANPR) devices are being 
installed — it has been estimated that 
2,750 cameras will be needed in the 
expanded zone — the number of attacks 
has increased, with 96 reports being 
passed to the Metropolitan Police by 
May 2023. 

Social media posts have seen people 
praising the attacks and urging more 
to ‘step up and join the resistance’. In 
a post on The Guardian newspaper 
website after it reported that a ‘second 
man’ had been arrested, someone 
posting as ‘The Skidmark’ wrote: 
‘Whoever snitched had better keep 
their head down.’ However, as the 
following person to comment pointed 
out, the attacks are likely to be all 
captured on CCTV. 

The Metropolitan Police has 
said that it is investigating every 
incident and that it is ‘proactively 
targeting those we suspect’, from 
which Searchlight deduces that it is 
monitoring those actively involved in 
anti-ULEZ campaigning. 


Regular anti- ULEZ demonstrations 
are being held in Parliament Square. 
On 27 May, campaigners congregated 
on London Bridge, calling for a halt 
to the expansion. Placards carried 
on these protests, which have been 
featured previously in Searchlight, 
question whether London has a 
problem with air pollution. 

The overall anti- ULEZ movement 
has a much broader base than those 
who were previously active in anti- 
vaccination ‘actions’. Protesters have 
backing from Conservative London 
Assembly members, who post regular 
official opposition to ULEZ and who 
have stated: ‘The ULEZ expansion 
would hit the poorest during a cost 
of living crisis, while doing next to 
nothing to deal with air pollution.’ 

In addition, four Conservative 
London boroughs — Bexley, Bromley, 
Harrow and Hillingdon, along with 
Surrey County Council— have been 
granted the right to challenge the 
expansion, with a court case due to 
open in July. 

There is undoubtedly a bigger pool 
within this movement where the right 
can fish, which includes groups that 
oppose restrictions on driving. 


Family home targeted after ULEZ comment 
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THE LIVING ROOM window of a 
Bromley family was smashed with 
a hammer, which the attackers left 
behind, after a family member posted 
a comment about ULEZ on the 
Nextdoor App earlier in the day. 

The woman, who not surprisingly 
wished to remain anonymous, 
posted her message in response to 
Bromley Council’s announcement 
that it was bringing a legal challenge 
to the expansion of the ULEZ 
zone, in coalition with four other 
London councils. 

In the post, the woman had simply 
stated that she thought the council had 


‘no chance’ of stopping the plans, due 
take effect on 29 August 2023. 

Within an hour, she deleted the 
post, as the responses to it had become 
increasingly ‘severe’. Later in the day, 
the family heard banging on the front 
door but, before they could answer, 
there was the sound of smashing 
glass, which turned out to be the living 
room window. 

CCTV seen by the family shows 
a group of around 10 people arriving in 
cars. In other footage, someone in the 
group is heard asking: ‘Are you sure it’s 
number X?’, demonstrating, the family 
say, that this was a targeted attack. 
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Two charged 
with vandalising 
traffic cameras 


A SPECIAL UNIT has been set up to 
investigate the 96 incidents of damage 
to ULEZ cameras. As Searchlight went 
to print, only two arrests had been 
made, however, but many more are 
likely to follow. 

Joseph Nicolls, 42, of Sidcup, was 
arrested and appeared at Bromley 
Magistrates’ Court in May 2023, 
charged with criminal damage. 
Further charges included ‘malicious 
communications’, handling stolen 
goods and ‘aiding or abetting 
destruction of, or damage to, property 
valued over £5,000’. 

Nicolls was due to return to Bromley 
Magistrates Court on 9 June 2023, but 
failed to turn up. The court requested 
his return at a later date. 

A second man, Kingsley Hamilton, 
aged 44, of Croydon, was also arrested 
in May and, appearing at Bromley 
Magistrates’ Court on the date that 
Nicolls failed to attend. 

Hamilton denied both charges 
of ‘criminal damage’ and of ‘going 
equipped to cause criminal damage’. 
He was given unconditional 
bail and referred to Woolwich 
Crown Court for a Plea and Trial 
Preparation Hearing in July. 


on social media 


Police attended the scene but have 
since dropped the case, citing a lack 
of ‘specific evidence’ against the 
individuals in the CCTV footage. 

If indeed the attack was carried out 
by anti-ULEZ campaigners, this is 
a clear shift from vandalising street 
cameras to attacking a family home. 

Although the police have dropped 
the investigation, it is to be hoped 
that the existence of the CCTV footage 
should act as a deterrent, if only to 
deter the same individuals returning. 

Whatever happened to the ‘free 
speech’ that we are all entitled to in 
the UK? 
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Pro-Ukraine nazi militia leader 
attended secret UK training camps 


THE LEADER OF a fascist pro-Ukraine militia 
that invaded part of southern Russia in 
May was exposed by Searchlight in 2014 for 
providing military training to fascists in Britain. 
Denis Nikitin, also known as Denis Kapustin 
and ‘White Rex’, is the leader of an armed 
Ukraine-based anti-Putin formation called 
the Russian Volunteer Corps. In April, the unit 
crossed the border from Ukraine into the 
Bryansk region of southern Russia, occupied 
a couple of villages for a few hours, took 
photographs of themselves, then withdrew. 
The incursion, which led to Putin cancelling 
a planned trip and convening an emergency 
meeting of his security council, attracted 
worldwide publicity, despite being little more 
than a stunt. The Ukraine government denied 
any part in the action, but some observers 
think it could not have gone ahead without 
its knowledge. 
Russia claimed that two civilians had been 
killed and a child wounded in the operation. 
Nikitin, who is 38 years old, is a veteran 


Main image, above: Denis Nikitin, aka 
Kapustin, with his Russian Volunteer 
Corps in May this year; right, camps 

organiser Larry Nunn (with loud hailer); 
and, far right, Arkadiusz Rzepinski, 
leader of the UK section of far-right 
Polish group NOP 


neo-nazi, who has long been involved in 
martial arts and paramilitary training. In 
August 2014, he was in the UK offering training 
at secret camps in remote country locations. 

Two of the camps he attended were in 
Wales and the West Country. Searchlight 
reported at the time that guns were 
present and on show. There was training in 
knife-fighting, how to take out sentries and 
how to provoke riots. 

Organising the camps was a former 
National Front and British National Party 
activist Larry Nunn. Among those present were 
also members of the right-wing Catholic lona 
Institute and the Traditional Britain Group. 

Nikitin also used his trip to build contacts 
in the UK. He spoke at a meeting of lona and 
linked up with Arkadiusz Rzepinski, the UK 
leader of a far-right Polish group, the NOP 
[National Rebirth of Poland]. Nikitin’s activities 
in Europe led, in 2019, to a 10-year ban on 
him entering to the Schengen zone of the 
European Union. 
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Reports round-up Edited by Gerry Gable 


Uganda's draconian law on same-sex 


relationships claims to ‘protect the family 


here are still 64 countries in the 
world that criminalise same-sex 

sexual acts. The trend globally 
is towards liberalising their laws, with 
countries such as Singapore, Angola, 
Botswana, Mozambique and the 
Seychelles changing their legislation 
in recent years. Same-sex marriages 
are recognised in 33 countries and 34 
others provide for some form of same- 
sex partnership recognition. 

There are two notable exceptions, 
where harsher legislation for same- 
sex acts and relationships have been 
introduced. These are Nigeria and 
Uganda, with the latter passing an 
Anti-Homosexuality Act last May. 

Some amendments were made to 
the original proposal, but the harsh 
bill includes life imprisonment 
for repeated same-sex sexual acts 
and the death penalty for what is 
termed ‘aggravated homosexuality’. 
Amendments included that merely 
identifying as LGBT would not be an 
offence if the person did not engage in 
same-sex sexual acts. Only two MPs 
were brave enough to vote against 
the bill on its first reading, with 387 
supporting it. On the second reading, 


Gone fishing? Lost to Covid? 


after some amendments, only a single 
MP voted against it. 

Uganda’s President Yoweri 
Museveni claimed that the need 
to tighten existing legislation was 
necessary to protect the ‘procreation 
of the human race’. The legislation is 
wide ranging, with those deemed as 
‘promoting’ or ‘normalising’ same- 
sex relationships, as well anyone who 
knowingly provides accommodation 
for same-sex couples if they engage 
in sexual acts on the premises, facing 
prison sentences. 

Museveni has claimed that he is 
protecting ‘African family values’ 
against the influence of Western 
permissive social norms. There has 
been significant coverage of the fact 
that some ultra-conservative US 
evangelical Christian organisations, 
such as Family Watch International, 
have been active in Uganda and the 
wider region, promoting what in their 
view is the ‘natural family’. 

Family Watch International 
was formed in the US in 1999 and 
campaigns against same-sex marriage, 
the legalising of abortion and 
comprehensive sex education. The 


/ 


organisation, which actively supports 
the retention of criminalisation of 
same-sex acts, is part of the World 
Congress of Families (WCF). A 2015 
report by the Human Rights Campaign 
suggested that WCF had been actively 
influencing anti-LGBT rights in both 
Nigeria and Uganda. 

Fighting for ‘family values’ and 
against the LGBTQi communities 
seems to have become a core 
battleground in the ongoing culture 
wars, with some suggesting that 
Americans have taken to campaigning 
in parts of Africa because they feel 
that they have lost their battle against 
liberalism and ‘wokeness’ at home. 

The UK, USA, Canada Germany and 
the European Union have condemned 
the adoption of the Uganda legislation 
as law. AIDS workers in the country 
fear that the law will cause loss of 
life, not just via the death penalty but 
also because people will fail to come 
forward for treatment. Fear has been 
instilled in all Ugandans that they 
must not tolerate sexual diversity, let 
alone celebrate it, as many were doing 
this year during Pride month in June 
around the world. 


We’re here to help 
you through this 


ODD GOINGS ON at the British National Party, where 
Chairman Adam Walker seems to be ignoring the party's 


constitutional requirement to be re-elected. difficult time 
The BNP constitution says that there has to be Adam Walker 
an election every four years. That’s this year. It says BNP Chairman 


that nominations have to open and be prominently 
publicised on the website for one week from the last 
Monday in June. That didn’t happen. The constitution 
then says that nominations close on the first Monday of 
July. That didn’t happen either. 

With the website, at the time of writing, still 
prominently offering members support through the 
pandemic and wishing them a Happy St George's Day, 


you do have to wonder if anyone is at home? The BNP provides support through the coronavirus crisis 


10 | Searchlight Summer 2023 


Searchlight's editor picks up 
Hope Not Hate lifetime award 


SEARCHLIGHT EDITOR Gerry Gable (left) and 
Hope Not Hate CEO Nick Lowles are pictured 
together at a recent Hope Not Hate event to 
celebrate 100 years of anti-fascism in the UK. 
Gerry was presented with a Lifetime Achievement 
Award by Hope Not Hate for his decades of 

work investigating and campaigning against the 


extreme right. 


Hope Not Hate is currently involved in trying to 
persuade the Attorney General, Victoria Prentis, 
to charge Tommy Robinson for breaching a court 
injunction, arising from the successful legal action 
brought against him by a Syrian schoolboy about 
whom he made a series of libellous allegations. 


Campaigners welcome 


ruling that keeps Rwanda 


flights grounded 


THE RULING THAT it is ‘unlawful’ 
to send asylum seekers to Rwanda 
because it is ‘not a safe third country’ 
was greeted enthusiastically by those 
supporting migrants. 

The decision by the Court of 
Appeal on 29 June 2023 would have 
been rather less welcome for Home 
Secretary Suella Braverman and her 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, who 
have both made it clear that they 
intend to appeal the last ruling to 
the Supreme Court. 

The appeal is likely to be granted; 
the Court of Appeal decision was not 
unanimous, with one of the three 
judges, Lord Chief Justice Burnett 
‘dissenting’. He claimed that there 
were ‘powerful protections’ in place 
to prevent asylum-seekers being 
returned from Rwanda to any unsafe 
countries of origin. 

The other two judges, Master of 
the Rolls Sir Geoffrey Vos and Lord 
Justice Underhill, raised concerns 
that there were ‘deficiencies’ in 
Rwanda’s asylum processes. As a 
result, migrants could be returned 
to countries where they could face 
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torture or ill-treatment, breaching 
Article 3 of the European Convention 
on Human Rights. 

The Appeal Court ruling represents 
a delay to the government’s Rwanda 
flagship scheme, but Searchlight 
cannot be sure that this ruling 
marks the end of the plans, given 
the determination of Braverman 
to deliver what she has repeatedly 
claimed the public wants. 

As Searchlight went to press, the 
government had met the deadline 
to request to appeal the ruling that 
Rwanda is not a ‘safe third country’ 
to which to send asylum-seekers. 
Home Office lawyers will first need 
to request the Court of Appeal for 
permission to challenge the ruling. If 
this is turned down, the government 
can then move to approach the 
Supreme Court directly. 

In the meantime, people arriving 
in the small boats face being 
transferred to a rather larger boat 
as their accommodation, while they 
await an asylum decision, rather 
than being given a one-way ticket 
to Rwanda. 


Tate awaits trial after 
being charged with 
rape and trafficking 


Self-proclaimed misogynist Andrew 
Tate was finally charged with rape, 
human trafficking and forming an 
organised crime group to sexually 
exploit women by a court in Romania 
on 21 June. Seven victims are named in 
the Romanian case. 

He was arrested in December and 
placed under extended house arrest 
with his brother Tristan. A judge had 
60 days from the date of the indictment 
to examine the case before it could 
progress to trial. The ‘media team’ 
representing the Tates said that the 
brothers ‘embraced’ the chance to 
‘demonstrate their innocence and 
vindicate their reputation’. 

In the UK, four women began civil 
proceedings against Andrew Tate for 
alleged offences that occurred between 
2013 and 2016 when he lived in the 
UK. Statements made on Tate’s behalf 
say that all sexual acts in which he had 
taken part were consensual and he 
is disappointed the four women are 
‘trying to take advantage of his current 
situation’. 


First TPIM issued to 
far-right extremist 


THERE HAVE ONLY been 29 Terrorist 
Prevention and Investigation Measures 
(TPIMs) issued since the controversial 
legislation came into force in 2011. 
Of these, 28 were issued to suspected 
‘Islamists’. The 29th, it appears, was 
issued to an unnamed 20-year-old who 
is the first far-right extremist to have 
been subject to TPIM legislation. 
Anonymity is granted to all those 
placed under a TPIM, so it only reaches 
the public domain if someone breaches 
the terms of their TPIM. 
The 20-year-old, referred to only 
as LXB, appeared at the Old Bailey 
in July 2023 via video link. LXB has 
been considered capable of carrying 
out a terrorist attack and has ‘serious 
previous convictions’. Sentencing is due 
to take place on 8 August. 
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Oliver disappears further down 


the conspiracy rabbit hole 


By Martyn Lester 


ESPITE ADVICE from a number 
D of sources (including Searchlight 

— see last issue) about toying 
with global conspiracy theories often 
associated with anti-Semitism, GB News 
presenter Neil Oliver seems to have 
decided to double down on his dabbling. 

Oliver’s latest dip in troubled waters 
comes from a decision to retweet a 
provocative ‘artwork’ originally posted 
by the deranged social media presence 
‘Liz Churchill’ — almost certainly a nom 
de loon. So severely off the wall is this 
incontinent poster that she has even 
tweeted (fairly recently) that Boris 
Johnson is a member of the Nazi SS! 

For the most part, the offending image 
reflects Oliver's usual shtick of there being 
a shadowy cabal running the planet, with 
Covid-19 part of its wicked but ingenious 
plot. Featured villains of the piece are 
billionaire Bill Gates, former US Chief 
Medical Adviser Anthony Fauci, serial 
child abuser Jeffrey Epstein, World 
Economic Forum chairman Klaus Schwab 


and conceptual artist Marina Abramovic. 

There are coded (and, indeed en clair) 
references to the Illuminati, occultists and 
Satanists, and even the Marvel Universe 
fascist organisation Hydra. 

What pushes this schlock art beyond 
the normal (by paranoia standards) 
bill of fare is that the vaccine and 
syringe-wielding Bill Gates is tagged 
with a swastika and an IG Farben 
identifier (a pretty obvious reference to 
the Holocaust), turning the fiendishly 
leering Gates from a run-of-the-mill mad 
scientist into a death camps experimenter 
in the mould of, say, Josef Mengele. 

Also, the inclusion of the fairly obscure 
artist-provocatrice Abramovic seems to 
refer to supposed connections between 
her and the Pizzagate and Frazzledrip 
affairs — bizarre, even by batshit-crazy 
standards, conspiracy theories pushed in 
particular by Alex Jones and later QAnon. 
These alleged that a liberal elite and, in 
particular, Hillary Clinton, were involved 
in ritual abuse, including drinking the 
blood of murdered children. 

There are, in these sick fantasies, vivid 


a 


OFF TO THE DUMP? This bizarre picture was taken 

after Alek Yerbury's National Support Detachment 
demonstrated with a few other assorted fascists in 
Leeds on June 11. The minuscule fascist gathering posed 
for posterity surrounded by dumpsters and wheelie 
bins. Admirably appropriate, of course, and the ‘dustbin 
of history reference virtually writes itself... 
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echoes of the ‘blood libel’, an originally 
medieval but persistent canard holding 
that Jews ritualistically sacrifice Christian 
children in order to drink their blood. 

As with Andrew Bridgen (see page 25) 
Oliver is, in retweeting this image, at 
minimum, flippantly repurposing the Nazi 
Holocaust to make entirely disconnected 
political points. And, like Bridgen, he is far 
too intelligent not to have been aware that 
doing so would cause widespread offence. 
Yet, as we write, after well over one month 
of attracting opprobrium, the image is 
still sitting there unamended on Oliver’s 
Twitter feed. 


Far right gains more than 10% 
of seats in Greek parliament 


AFTER THE MAY 2023 election in 
Greece failed to return a majority for 
a single party and no coalition was 
forthcoming, a snap election was 
held on 25 June, which saw three 
far-right parties take 34 of the 300 
seats in the Greek parliament. 

The Spartans, on 4.7%, took the 
largest share of the vote, giving 
them 12 seats. This group is largely 
considered to be a new front or 
rebranding for Golden Dawn. 

Greek Solution, which is a more 
religious and nationalist party, took 
12 seats, with 10 seats going to Niki 
(Victory). Niki’s past campaigns have 
included opposition to lockdowns 
and vaccination. 


Within days of the June elections, 
The Spartans were planning to 
protest against a Pride march in 
Chania under the guise of local 
‘citizens’ and concerned ‘parents in 
the area’. 

The Greek anti-fascist united 
front, Keerfa, called on people to 
mobilise against the anti-LBGT+ 
rally and is warning against 
complacency: it is important not to 
dismiss these parties as a minority. 

Petros Constantinou, of Keerfa 
stated: “We have good experience 
fighting against the fascists, we 
know we need to mobilise big forces, 
strikes, demonstrations and not give 
them any platform.’ 
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How we know 
what we know 


For 10 years the 
University of 
Northampton has 
hosted the Searchlight 
Archives, an important 
research collection 

on the extreme right 
and antifascism. 


If you'd like more 
_ information on the 
Archive, please go to: 


— tinyurl.com/ 
- SearchlightArchive/ 


U 


University of 
Northampton 


Extreme Right Research Network 


Extreme Right Aware 


Training 


The extreme right space is fast changing and complex. 
What risks does it pose? What draws people to such 
extremism? How does it cultivate violence and even 
terrorism? What can be done to tackle it? 


In the modern world it is more important than ever that 
organisations are aware of the extreme right and its ever 
changing form. Informed by academic research, Extreme 
Right Aware helps organisations stay up to date, and 
understand the nature and threat of the extreme right. 


Delivered by experts like Prof. Paul Jackson, the University 
of Northampton offers several courses covering the 
extreme right in three formats: 


° 90-minute introductory sessions providing an 
overview of the extreme right, their symbols and 
their rhetoric. Ideal for vetting teams or public-facing 
roles. 


° Day-long workshops exploring the extreme right with 
expert facilitators, giving a deeper understanding of 
the British and International extreme right. Ideal for 
work engaging with the Prevent Agenda. 


° Bespoke training, working with you to design 
material that fits the needs of your organisation - 
whether focus on specific groups, regions or aspects, 
or different styles of delivery. | 


If you are interested in discussing how our training might 
help your organisation, or would like more details, please 
ooo eee Daniel. Jones@Northampton.ac.uk 
and we will be happy to get back to you and discuss your 

needs. 


Photos: National Conservatism/YouTube 
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Concerns over falling birth rates and high immigration 
loomed large at the recent National Conservatism 
conference in London. Star turn, Conservative MP 
Miriam Cates, is exercised by both. But what's the 
connection? David Edgar sifts through the rhetoric 


he two big stories to emerge 
from the National Conservatism 
conference in London in May were 
Jacob Rees-Mogg’s admission 
that voter ID was an attempt at 
gerrymandering (unsuccessful from his point 
of view, as it suppressed the older Conservative 
vote), and Douglas Murray’s claim that nazism 
was merely ‘mucking up’ patriotism (‘I don’t 
see why no one should be allowed to love their 
country because the Germans mucked up 
twice in a century’). 
The NatCon conference was organised by 
the Edmund Burke Foundation (EBF), set 
up in 2019 by far-right Israeli philosopher 
Yoram Hazony around a ‘Statement of 
Principles’, which begins: ‘We are citizens 
of Western nations who have watched with 
alarm as the traditional beliefs, institutions, 
and liberties underpinning life in the countries 
we love have been progressively undermined 
and overthrown.’ 
Often ill-attended, the conference’s speakers 
included the ambitious Home Secretary 
Suella Braverman and the jaded Michael 
Gove, two noted national-populist advocates 
(Matthew Goodwin and David Goodhart), the 
former Trotskyite and now Viktor Orban- 
apologist Frank Furedi and — receiving the 
biggest ovation — the former feminist Melanie 
Phillips. But perhaps the most ideologically 
innovative contribution was made by 
backbench Conservative MP Miriam Cates. 
Stating that she did not care if she was 
addressing ‘a Red Tory, a communitarian, 
a follower of Burke, or, heaven forbid, a 
libertarian free marketer’, she insisted that ‘the 


one overarching threat to British conservatism 
and, indeed, the whole of Western society’, 
was not climate change, Russia, China or 

Iran, or even ‘the neo-Marxist ideology that 
has so weakened our institutions’. No, she 
insisted, there was one ‘critical outcome that 
liberal individualism has completely failed to 
deliver’: babies. 

This position is not surprising from Cates, 
who is an evangelical Christian who has 
opposed so-called censorship zones around 
abortion clinics (to protect patients from 
abuse), denies the possibility of changing 
sex, and campaigns against aspects of sex 
education. Until 2018, she was on the board of 
a Sheffield church that practised ‘conversion 
therapy’ of gay people (although she denied 
knowledge), and she co-founded the socially 
conservative New Social Covenant Unit with 
Boris Johnson’s former political secretary 
Danny Kruger MP. 

Kruger told the NatCon conference that 
Conservatives faced a ‘new religion’, mixing 
‘Marxism, narcissism and paganism’, and 
the ‘dystopian fantasy of John Lennon’ 
(Marxist-Lennonism?). He also insisted that 
heterosexual marriage was the ‘only possible 
basis for a safe and successful society’. On 
3 July, Cates and Kruger launched a new 
pressure group of Red Wall Conservative MPs, 
titled the New Conservatives, to campaign 
for a dramatic reduction in immigration. 
Significantly, Cates’s justification for reducing 
immigration is to ‘restore democratic, cultural 
and economic security’. 

As a faith, flag and family Conservative, 
Cates criticised ‘the indoctrination of our 
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children with destructive and narcissistic 
ideologies’ (instead of ‘teaching them how to 
love our country’). She supports a family wage, 
which will discourage mothers from working, 
and opposes the liberalisation of divorce. 

Despite views expressed elsewhere, Cates’s 
speech did not specifically blame what the 
EBF statement calls ‘a marked decline in 
marriage and childbirth’ on the encouragement 
of ‘ever more radical forms of sexual license 
and experimentation’. Her target here was 
not so much sexual permissiveness as the 
demographic threat. 

Cates is not the only NatCon speaker to be 
concerned about the lowering of the domestic 
birth rate. In June, national-populist analyst- 
turned-activist Goodwin tweeted the same 
statistic quoted by Cates (that in 2021 the 
birth rate for England and Wales had fallen 
to 1.55 children per woman, according to data 
from the Office for National Statistics), noting 
that the rate is ‘lowest among the most highly 
educated women’ . 

In this, he perhaps unconsciously evoked the 
1974 speech by (then) Conservative leadership 
hopeful Sir Keith Joseph, in which he claimed 
that ‘our human stock is threatened’ by the 
high proportion of births to ‘mothers least 
fitted to bring children into the world’, in social 
classes 4 and 5. But Goodwin’s main point is 
about how the domestic birth rate relates to 
immigration. In a Substack summary of his 
much (self) hyped new book Values, Voice and 
Virtue, Goodwin points out that ‘...as Britain’s 
fertility rate dropped below the “replacement 
rate” of 2.1’, immigration and ‘higher 
fertility rates among young migrants made 
immigration the main driver of population 
growth’. (Substack 20 April 2023). No surprise 
that Goodwin agrees with Cates’s demand for a 
dramatic reduction in immigration. 

Both also claim that immigration is being 
encouraged. Cates insists that one cause of 
the demographic crisis is an insistence by 
‘the liberal elite’ that women should ‘derive 
more fulfilment from a paid job — any job 
— than they do from nurturing their own 
children’. Elsewhere, she pits “common sense 
conservatism’ against ‘the Westminster — or 
Global — elite’. (The first New Conservatives 
press conference was peppered with references 
to the ‘establishment’ and the ‘liberal elite’). 

In his NatCon speech, Goodwin referred to 
‘a new and deeply narcissistic elite minority’ 
(narcissism again) imposing a ‘radical and 
rampant cultural liberalism’ on an unwilling 
majority. Goodwin’s book reiterates time 
and again that this new elite (sometimes 
consisting of Russell Group university 
graduates, sometimes of the entire graduate 
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class) is promoting ‘radical progressive’ 
values, including — of course — feminism 
and immigration. 

No surprise that Cates, too, thinks that far 
too many young people are going to university, 
a concern also expressed by Joseph in his 1974 
speech. Elsewhere, though not in his book, 
Goodwin links his new elite with ‘multinational 
firms’ indulging in ‘woke capitalism’, in 
an ‘informal alliance between white elites, 
corporations and minorities, against the white 
working-class’ (Daily Mail 2 April 2021). 

Thus Cates and Goodwin join a growing 
contemporary and historical move to blame 
changes in the structures of family life, and 
some of the factors (like liberalised divorce 
and abortion laws and the decriminalisation 
of homosexuality) that are claimed to have 
contributed to it, on a university-educated elite. 


Cultural policy 

For Goodwin, this elite is in cahoots with 
multinational companies. The idea that 
global capitalists are deliberately encouraging 
immigration not just as a source of cheap 
labour, but also as part of a cultural policy 

to undermine nationality is the thrust of the 
electorally successful ideology of Hungary’s 
now four-term Prime Minister Orban, a 
model defined by Goodwin in his earlier 
volume National Populism (co-authored with 
Roger Eatwell). 

Orban, say Eatwell and Goodwin, asserts that 
‘liberal politicians within the EU [European 
Union], along with the billionaire Hungarian- 
Jewish financier George Soros, are engaged in 
a plot to flood Hungary and “Christian” Europe 
with Muslim immigrants and refugees, which 
they see as part of a quest to dismantle Western 
nations and usher in a borderless world that is 
subservient to capitalism’. 

The demographic decline of the Hungarian 
population is now central to the Orban model. 
Cates criticises her government for imposing a 
two-child limit on those claiming welfare; the 
Hungarian government has instituted a lifetime 
tax break for women bearing four or more 
children, a cash incentive for large families to 
buy seven-seater cars and a ‘baby expecting 
loan’ of 10 million forints (£25,000), which 
couples can apply for if they promise to have 
children later on. As Sophia Siddiqui argued 
in Race & Class (October-December 2021), 

‘the “birth-rate agenda” creates a space for 
anti-immigrant, demographic and ideologically 
anti-feminist agendas to converge’. 

Addressing the Third Budapest World 
Conference of Demography (no less) 
in September 2019, Orban painted an 
apocalyptic picture of the Hungarian 
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population disappearing off the face of the 
map. Connecting this possibility with a version 
of the notorious Great Replacement Theory 
promoted by the far right on both sides of the 
Atlantic, Orban asserted that ‘if Europe is not 
going to be populated by Europeans...then we 
are speaking about an exchange of populations, 
to replace the population of Europeans with 
others’. 
He then went on to connect replacement 
to the conspiracy theory: ‘There are political 
forces in Europe who want a replacement of 
population for ideological or other reasons.’ 
Clearly, those forces include the supranational, 
liberal EU and Soros. In July 2022, Orban 
repeated the assertion, insisting ‘the first and 
most important challenge... continues to 
be population, or demography’. The second 
challenge ‘is migration, which you could call 
population replacement or inundation’. And 
who is responsible? ‘Brussels, reinforced with 
Soros-affiliated troops, simply wants to force 
migrants on us’. 
Eatwell and Goodwin acknowledge that 
the idea of international financiers plotting 
to destroy nation states by flooding them 
with immigrants is a version of ‘anti-Semitic 
conspiracy theory’, which makes it all the more 
striking when they assert that the claims of 
some of the conspiratorialists ‘are not entirely 
without credence’. 
Of course, Goodwin’s version of the theory 
— corporations plus white liberals allying with 
migrants against the white working class — does 
not imply that the conspirators are Jewish. Nor, 
in bald fact, did Donald Trump’s claim (in a 
speech in Florida in 2016) that ‘Hillary Clinton 
meets in secret with international banks to plot 
the destruction of US sovereignty, in order to 
enrich those global financial powers’ specify the 
bankers’ race. 
But compare both the content and the tone of 
these two statements: 
‘Our corrupt political establishment, 
that is the greatest power behind the 
efforts at radical globalisation and the 
disenfranchisement of working people. 
Their financial resources are virtually 
unlimited, their political resources 
are unlimited, their media resources 
are unmatched.’ 
And this: 
‘Through the Press, we have gained the 
power to influence while remaining 
ourselves in the shade: thanks to the Press 
we have got the gold in our hands.’ 


Conspiracy 
The first is from the same Trump speech in 
Florida; the second is from the fake ‘Protocols 
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of the Elders of Zion’, the Tsarist secret police 
forgery that outlined a Jewish plot to destroy 
the national states and impose a one-world 
tyranny. At its core is a sinister alliance between 
Jewish finance capital and the left: 
‘Nowadays, with the destruction of the 
aristocracy, the people have fallen into 
the grips of merciless money-grinding 
scoundrels who have laid a pitiless 
and cruel yoke upon the necks of the 
workers. We appear on the scene as the 
alleged saviours of the worker from this 
oppression and we suggest that he should 
enter the ranks of our fighting forces — 
Socialists, Anarchists, Communists — to 
whom we always give support.’ 
Used by the Nazis to justify the Holocaust, 
this theory reappears throughout the 20th 
century, in a variety of forms. In late 1950s 


America, the John Birch Society claimed that 
‘both the US and Soviet governments are 
controlled by the same furtive conspiratorial 
cabal of internationalists, greedy bankers and 
corrupt politicians’, identifying the United 
Nations, the International Monetary Fund and 
international bodies such as the Bilderberg 
Group as agents of the conspiracy. 

In the early 1970s, Bircher Gary Allen claimed 
that Middle America was being attacked from 
above by bankers and from below by student 
revolutionaries and the Black Panthers (‘We 
are going to have a dictatorship of the elite 
disguised as a dictatorship of the proletariat’). 
AK Chesterton, pre-war fascist and first 
National Front chair, wrote a conspiratorial 
tract called the New Unhappy Lords, with a 
chapter headed ‘Is the conspiracy Jewish?’ (his 
answer was ‘yes’). 

In the same year as his notorious anti- 
immigration ‘Rivers of Blood’ speech, Enoch 
Powell MP claimed that ‘conspirators sit in the 
seats of the mighty, at the desks of ministers 
and editors’. In 1970, he argued that the 
British people ‘have been misled, cruelly and 
persistently, till one begins to wonder if the 
Foreign Office was the only Department of 
State into which enemies of this country were 
infiltrated’. Powell cited student protesters 
and civil rights campaigners in Northern 
Ireland, alongside ‘combustible material of 
another kind’ — Britain’s immigrant population 
— ‘accumulated for years, and not without 
deliberate intention in some quarters’. 

It would be wrong to accuse promoters of one 
element of the theory of thereby buying into 
the theory in its entirety. You can think that 
the liberal elite is encouraging a lowering of the 
birth rate without thinking that it is in alliance 
with global finance capital. You can assert that 
global finance encourages immigration without 
thinking it is a plot to undermine the nation 
state. But it is clear from history that a taste for 
one item on the conspiratorial menu can lead 
people to try another. 

Over the past decade, versions of the theory 
— with or without specifically anti-Semitic 
overtones — have been pumped out by national- 
populists across Europe and north America. 

Acquiescing in or even promoting a declining 
indigenous birth rate is just the latest in a series 
of phenomena blamed on opinion formers in 
thrall to — or consisting of — global financial 
elites. But in a time in which full-blown 
conspiracy theories are being trumpeted not 
just on social media and right-wing media 
outlets, but also by current, former or aspirant 
national leaders, promoting seemingly 
freestanding parts of the theory can prove a 
gateway drug to the whole. 8 
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Two-tier immigration system 
axed amid calls for safe routes 


As agencies working with migrants continue urging international co-operation to tackle 
the underlying issues, the UK government persists with plans to billet asylum-seekers 
on barges before offshoring them to third countries, writes Cathy Pound 


overnments everywhere 

must work together to 

provide safe routes for 

asylum-seekers. This is the 

overwhelming message 
from agencies working with those seeking 
asylum after a boat capsized off the Greek 
coast on 14 June. 

The overcrowded vessel was heading 
from Libya to Italy when it sank, with 
what is thought to be one of the greatest 
losses of lives at sea: 650 people are 
feared dead with just 104 survivors. The 
dead are thought to include over 100 
children who, along with women, were 
below deck where it was considered safer 
to be than on the overcrowded deck. 

Initially, the inaction of the Greek 
coastguard, which had claimed the boat 
had been ‘on course’, was questioned, 
only to be replaced with concerns 
that ropes attached to the boat by the 
coastguard had may have contributed 
to it capsizing. The Greek authorities 
have denied this, stating the ropes 
were attached to ‘steady’ the vessel, 
while offering assistance. According 
to official statistics, there have been 
more than 1,000 reported deaths in the 
Mediterranean this year, with the true 
number likely to be much higher. 

In the UK, however, Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak has been at pains to publicly 
demonstrate his tough approach to 
immigration, visiting Dover on 5 June 
to announce that ‘his plan’ to stop boat 
crossing was ‘beginning to work’. He said 
that for the first time Channel crossings 
were down. Figures showed that between 
January and May 2023 they were 20% 
lower than for the same period last year, 
which Sunak attributed to his measures. 
Others, however, have highlighted that 
weather conditions are likely to have 
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been a deterrent to making the crossing. 
Sunak has announced that refugees 
need to be willing to share hotel rooms. 
In addition to the barge already being 
renovated to accommodate 506 people 
in 202 en-suite rooms, which will 
be moored off Portland, Dorset, the 
government has commissioned two more 
barges to house 1,000 people. 


Suspicious 

The Prime Minister said that there was 
still ‘a long way to go’, but he made no 
reference to the fact that Immigration 
Minister Robert Jenrick was about to 
make a statement on a key element of the 
Nationality and Borders Act. 

On 8 June, a statement from Jenrick 
said that the government was dropping 
its plans for two-tier immigration 
status, linked to the means by which 
people arrived in the UK. Agencies 
supporting asylum-seekers welcomed 
the move, although there is suspicion 


Unity is strength 


Marking World 
Anti-Racism Day 
in March 2023 
in London 


that the decision had been made only 
to clear the excessive backlog of cases. 

Some senior Conservatives are 
rumoured to be critical of the U-turn, 
seeing it merely as an amnesty while the 
backlog is cleared, and see this apparent 
softening of the government’s approach to 
immigration as damaging to their electoral 
chances in so-called ‘red wall’ seats. 

Amnesty UK activist Ulrike Schmidt 
thanked those who had campaigned 
against the two-tier system, posting online: 
‘The most brutal, unjust and cruel part of 
the immigration Bill has been dropped.’ 

Sunak continued to show his 
commitment to being tough on 
immigration. On 15 June, the day after 
the boat capsized off the Greek coast, he 
attended an immigration raid in North 
West London, with media commentators 
pointing out that he was wearing ‘heavy’ 
boots for the occasion. He has stated 
that the government has increased such 
raids by 50%, announcing that the Illegal 
Migration Bill will mete out even harsher 
treatment to anyone arriving by boat 
than the two-tier system that is being 
scrapped. He said this was important to 
‘our Stop the Boats Bill’, to show that the 
government ‘will be able to detain you 
and then swiftly remove you’. 

The ‘final piece of the puzzle’, 
announced by Sunak and Home 
Secretary Suella Braverman, will be a 
plane that will fly back and forth across 
the Channel to locate small boats. The 
aircraft can remain in the air for 8-9 
hours in all weathers, which is not an 
option with the drones used currently. 

The Illegal Migration Bill is at report 
stage in the House of Lords. If passed 
into law, Rwanda remains one of the 
possible destinations for those being 
‘removed’ under the Bill. & 
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A swaps 
far right trades ideas 


his year’s European 

Conservative Political 

Action Conference (CPAC) 

was held on 4 and 5 May 

at the Balna Centre in 
Budapest, Hungary. The entrance to the 
centre was emblazoned with a banner 
declaring ‘No Woke Zone’. 

The entrance was as far as the liberal 
press was allowed to go, with many 
journalists who had previously been 
given credentials refused entry. Instead, 
they were issued with passwords that 
allowed them to watch online selected 
conference highlights, chosen by the 
press office of Hungary’s Prime Minster 
Viktor Orban. 

Despite being able to watch only 
carefully selected ‘high/low lights’ of 
the CPAC conference, the journalists 
were able to provide a rare insight into 
the enmeshing of the various strands 
of the global far right. These show 
continued ideological cross-fertilisation 
and further evidence of the blossoming 
relationship between Hungary’s 
authoritarian leader Orban and ex-US 
President Donald Trump. 

Over 1,500 delegates attended this 
second annual gathering of Europe’s 
authoritarian far right and their US 
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Topping the bill at this year’s CPAC, Hungary's authoritarian 
leader Viktor Orban advocated a far-right takeover of liberal 
democracies, by following his example. Martin Smith gains an 
insight into the developing links between global extremists 


counterparts, the Trumpian Make 
America Great Again movement 
(MAGA). Outside of Hungary, the 
largest contingent came from the USA: 
it included Republican senators and 
members of Congress. Kari Lake, a 
serious contender for the Republican 
vice-presidential nomination, was 
present, as was US right-wing luminary 
Steve Bannon. Tucker Carlson, the 
celebrity right-wing extremist political 
commentator, sent a video message. 
Fox News had dismissed him without 
explanation just ten days before his 
appearance at CPAC. 

The French far right also attended 
in large numbers. Marine Le Pen’s 
National Rally (formally Front 
National) chairperson, Jordan 
Bardella, was a keynote speaker. For 
balance, members of Eric Zemmour’s 
Reconquest also attended the 
conference — his key ally, Marion 


Maréchal, who is Le Pen’s niece, was 
the main speaker at the CPAC gala. 
More than 20 European MEPs were 
present, countless MPs, the Prime 
Minster of Georgia, the ex-President of 
the Czech Republic, as well as former 
Czech and Slovenian prime ministers. 
There were representatives from 
Israel and Brazil, the latter delegation 
headed by Eduardo Bolsonaro (son 
of Brazil’s former far-right President 
Jair Bolsonaro). 


Menace and bile 
There were two keynote speeches at 
CPAC, the first given by Orban. It was a 
declaration of support for Trump’s 2024 
Presidential election campaign and was 
full of menace and vitriolic bile. 
Anti-Semitic tropes littered his speech. 
George Soros, the Jewish businessman 
and philanthropist, was the main target; 
however, the so-called global elites 
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got several mentions too. This not- 
so-coded anti-Semitic trope promotes 
the conspiracy theory that Jewish 
people control big business and have no 
allegiance to their country of origin. 

There were three key elements 
to Orban’s speech: the first was the 
argument that his Fidesz government 
was at the heart of a growing global far- 
right resurgence. Orban declared: “There 
are two ways to occupy a city. This is 
something that was already known in 
ancient Rome. Either you take the city’s 
walls, or you take the city’s sanctuaries. 
I suggest we start with the sanctuaries, 
and then take the walls. 

‘In recent years, we have taken some 
great European sanctuaries: Budapest, 
Warsaw, Rome and Jerusalem — and 
the situation in Vienna is not hopeless 
either. But the truth is that the two main 
sanctuaries of modern democracy — 
Washington and Brussels — are still in 
the hands of the liberals. Let us make 
sure they do not stay that way!’ 

He went on to argue: ‘Hungary is an 
incubator, where experiments are being 
conducted for the conservative politics 
of the future. Hungary is the place where 
we not only talked about defeating 
progressive liberals and turning in 
a conservative Christian political 
direction, but the place where we have 
actually done it.’ 

This is no idle boast. Since 
2010, Orban’s authoritarian Fidesz 
government has created an ‘illiberal 
state’, which has undermined the 
judiciary, shut down oppositional media 
outlets and waged war on refugees, 
and Hungary’s Roma and Jewish 
communities. 

Orban’s second arrow was aimed 
at Western liberalism. In language 
reminiscent of the Nazis, he chillingly 
claimed: ‘As the leader of an incubator 
programme, I am reporting to you that 
we are all under attack — in Europe, as 
well as in America. I must also report 
to you that the attack is not economic 
in nature: we are dealing with a 
biological weapon. A virus attack has 
been launched against us. The virus 
was developed in progressive liberal 
laboratories. This virus is attacking the 
most vulnerable point in the Western 
world: the nation. It is a nation- 
devouring virus that will atomise and 
pulverise our nations.’ 

Orban believes the virus in question 
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is ‘wokeism’ and ‘gender ideology’. 
He claimed they ‘are exactly what 
communism and Marxism used to 
be: they artificially divide the nation 
into minorities, in order to foment 
discord between groups. This is their 
power base’. 
The third arrow was launched at 
migrants: it was a continuation of 
his support for the idea of ‘the great 
replacement theory’, which he outlined 
in his speech at the 2022 CPAC 
conference. To rapturous applause he 
declared: ‘People without a homeland 
can never be free: they can only be 
wanderers, to be transplanted here or 
there, playthings of the global elite... 
‘The essence of illegal migration 
is the destruction of the national 
community. It is the dismantling of the 
cultural foundation necessary for the 
functioning of the nation state, and the 
creation in its place of marginalised, 
atomised, coexisting — but mutually 
hostile — groups who will never form 
a community, and who ultimately will 
never form a state.’ 


Fighting ‘barbarians’ 


The second keynote speaker was Trump. 


He was not advertised to speak, but 
managed to find time between court 
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‘Hungary is the place where we not only talked about 
defeating progressive liberals and turning in a conservative 
Christian political direction, but where we have done it’ 


appearances to send the conference a 
three-minute video message. He began 
by praising Orban, then briefly outlined 
the battle he is conducting, even finding 
time to throw in an anti-Semitic trope. 

To the enthralled crowd, Trump said: 
‘We believe that faith and family are the 
bedrock of a good and free society. We 
believe that a nation without borders 
is not a nation at all. We believe in 
tradition, the role [sic] of law, freedom 
of speech, and the God-given dignity of 
every human life. 

‘These are the ideas that bind together 
our movement, and these are the ideas 
that will save Western civilization. As 
you know, we are now engaged in a 
historic battle with the Marxist globalists 
and communists all over the world. 
We're fighting against barbarians who 
want to demolish our liberty and our 
traditions and everything we hold dear.’ 


Flagship 
CPAC conferences are now held in the 
USA, Japan, Europe, Israel, Australia 
and Latin America. CPAC, Founded 
in 1974 by the American Conservative 
Union and the Young Americans for 
Freedom, is now a flagship for far-right 
and populist movements globally. It was 
originally a vehicle for the new right — 
Ronald Reagan was the first keynote 
speaker — however, since the emergence 
of Trump and the rise of far-right parties 
across the globe, the new right is being 
replaced by more extreme far-right 
authoritarian parties and movements. 
There are issues the different 
groups clearly do not agree on. The 
two elephants in the room at the 
Hungarian CPAC were Covid-19 and 
the war in Ukraine. Major differences 
are deftly sidestepped. For example, it 
was noticeable how the Polish Law and 
Justice Party delegates skirted around 
the question of Ukraine. Likewise, 
although Orban clearly supports 
Russia’s President Vladimir Putin 
and sees the Ukraine conflict as a war 
against Western European elites, his 
only reference to this was to say that it 
would not have happened had Trump 
been President of the USA. ® 
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steady procession of 

far-right extremists going 

through the courts facing 

terrorism charges once again 

aises serious concerns 

about the Shawcross review of the 
Prevent programme and the direction in 
which it might take official action against 
terrorism and extremism. 

The controversial, long-awaited report 
on Prevent, the government’s counter- 
terrorism programme, conducted by 
William Shawcross was published 
in February. Shawcross, previously 
criticised for anti-Muslim comments, 
was appointed by the then Home 
Secretary Priti Patel. From the outset 
it was predicted that the review would 
seek to drive the programme towards a 
greater but unwarranted focus on Islamic 
extremism. Indeed, many feared that 
this was the intention from the outset. 
And the report has done little to assuage 
those fears. 

More than 500 civil liberties groups, 
Muslim-led civil society organisations 
and individuals vowed to boycott the 
review even before it was published, 
citing ‘serious concerns about bias’. 

Following its release, The People’s 
Review of Prevent — a project run 
by Prevent Watch, an independent 
community-funded organisation 
that supports individuals and groups 
negatively impacted by Prevent — 
published a detailed, critical response 
highlighting the many shortcomings of 
the report. 

The People’s Review argued that there 
was no secure basis for Shawcross’s 
recommendations and that ‘the evidence 
utilised in the report would in fact 
support different conclusions’. 

A coalition of 17 human rights 
organisations, including Amnesty 
International, also boycotted the review 
expressing ‘grave concern’ over the 
appointment of William Shawcross as 
the reviewer, given his previous record of 
anti-Muslim statements. 

The long-running criticisms of Prevent 
are manifold. Many human rights 
groups have argued extensively that the 
programme is discriminatory and that 
it disproportionately impacts Muslims 
across the UK. 

One of the fundamental fears of 
the human rights groups was that the 
review would attempt to whitewash the 
Prevent strategy and give it a ‘clean bill 
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Far-right terror 
cases undermine 
Shawcross report 


Far-right terrorist convictions have grown more than 15-fold 
since 2016, contradicting the argument for a greater focus on 
‘Islamist’ activity. It is time for a reality check, says Huw Davies 


of health, without interrogating, in good 
faith, its impacts on human rights and 
fundamental freedoms’. In reality, the 
review went even further, arguing that 
the programme has insufficient focus on 
‘Islamist extremism’ and an excessive 
focus on right-wing extremism. 


‘Insulting’ 

Shawcross has been accused of failing 
in his role as independent reviewer of 
Prevent by attending only 0.4% of the 
review panels charged with examining 
the more extreme cases identified 

by Prevent. 

Indeed, much of the Shawcross review 
reads like a piece of right-wing ideological 
propaganda, a sentiment echoed by 
Britain’s former top counter-terrorism 
officer, Neil Basu, of the Metropolitan 
Police, who said that parts of the 
report were ‘insulting’ to professionals 
whose job it is to avert terrorist attacks 
in Britain. 

The conclusions that Shawcross makes 
in his review are simply not supported by 
the evidence. 

One key claim made by Shawcross 
is that Prevent’s definition drawn for 
‘Islamist’ extremism is too broad and in 
the case of right-wing terrorism it is too 
narrow. This, he says, means that Prevent 
does not accurately reflect ‘the lethal risks 
we actually face’. In effect, Shawcross is 
suggesting that because of this Prevent 
currently focuses disproportionately on 
far-right extremism. 

The problem here is that the facts 


contradict his assertions. If we take 
2021-22, the last year for which data 

are available, 13% of all referrals to 
Prevent were adopted into Channel, 

the more intensive avenue of support 
provided for the most serious cases in 
which individuals are at greatest risk of 
extremism or radicalisation. Of these, 
19% were for ‘Islamist’ extremism and 
42% were for far-right extremism. 
However, the proportion of all referrals 
for both groups was broadly similar: 16% 
for Islamist extremism and 20% for right- 
wing extremism. 

One glaring issue is Shawcross’s almost 
complete lack of discussion of right-wing 
extremism. He lists terror cases that 
he describes as ‘Islamist in nature’ as 
evidence that Prevent has failed in its 
duty and, by implication, that ‘Islamist’ 
extremism is what is slipping through the 
net. There is no mention here of any of 
the numerous, recent arrests and violent 
acts committed by right-wing actors. 


Growing convictions 

Official figures released by the Home 
Office in June show that the number of 
far-right terror convicts in UK prisons 

is increasing. At the end of March, 

there were 65 individuals in custody for 
crimes motivated by ‘extreme right-wing’ 
ideology, eight higher than the equivalent 
figure 12 months earlier. 

This represents an enormous leap 
from March 2016 when just four far-right 
inmates were recorded. Since the report’s 
release in February, at least 12 far-right 
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Pick of the terrorist crop includes Hitler-worshipping prison officer Ashley Prosiad-Sharp 


(third row), along with (top row) Kurt McGowan and Sejr Forster; (second row) Nicholas Roddis 


and Vaughan Dolphin; (fourth row) Kristofer Kearney and Darren Reynolds; (fifth row) 


Luke Skelton and Ben Styles; and (bottom row) Christopher Gibbons and Tyrone Patten-Walsh 


extremism cases have come before the 

UK courts, for terror-related offences: 

@ Kurt McGowan of Workington, 
Cumbria, convicted in February 
of sharing instructions for making 
weapons and explosives. Sentenced 
to 7 years 

@ Sejr Forster from Norwich, a neo- 
nazi and army recruit. Convicted in 
February for possessing bomb-making 
instructions. Awaiting sentence 

@ Nicholas Roddis from Rotherham, 
sentenced to 4 years for breaching 
terrorist notification requirements 
and possessing ammunition. Had 
previously been sentenced to 7 years 
in 20009 for terrorism offences 

@ Vaughan Dolphin from Walsall, 
jailed for 8 and a half years in May 
for possessing instruction manuals 
for making guns and explosives. 
He had caused an explosion in his 
aunt’s kitchen as he tried to create 
an explosive device 

@ Ashley Prosiad-Sharp, a Hitler- 
worshipping prison officer from 
Barnsley, convicted for the possession 
and dissemination of terrorist 
material and possession of weapons 

@ Kristofer Kearney, a Patriotic 
Alternative member, pleaded guilty to 
disseminating terrorist publications 
online. Sentenced to two concurrent 
terms of 4 years and 8 months 

@ Darren Reynolds, a right-wing 
conspiracy theorist from Sheffield, 
convicted on eight counts of terrorist 
offences relating to the destruction of 
5G masts. He was also in possession 
of a crossbow with bolts, a replica 
assault rifle and a booklet called How 
to Become an Assassin 

@ Luke Skelton, nazi sympathiser 
from Washington, Tyne and Wear, 
convicted in May of preparing to 
commit terrorism and possessing 
bomb ingredients. Four years 
in prison 

@ Ben Styles of Leamington, ‘obsessed 
with far-right wing ideologies’, 
pleaded guilty in June to collecting 
terrorism material and possession 
of an illegal weapon. He was trying 
to manufacture a machine-gun and 
ammunition. Awaiting sentence 


@ Anunnamed 17-year-old youth from 
South Wales pleaded guilty in June to 
disseminating terrorist material and 


distributing material likely to be useful 


in the preparation for terrorism. 
Awaiting sentence 

@ Christopher Gibbons of Carshalton 
and Tyrone Patten-Walsh from 
Romford, who hosted nazi podcasts, 
convicted in July of encouraging 
terrorism. Gibbons was also found 
guilty of disseminating terrorist 
publications Both awaiting sentence. 


Discriminatory 
Bear in mind that these are the most 
extreme examples: this list does 
not include a number of right-wing 
extremists convicted of non-terrorist but 
nevertheless serious offences involving 
behaviour that might also be referred 
to Prevent. 

The original call for an independent 
review of Prevent came in 2016 from the 


then Independent Reviewer of Terrorism 


Legislation, David Anderson KC. In 
evidence to the Home Affairs Select 
Committee, he expressed concerns that 
the way the Prevent programme was 
operating was sowing mistrust and fear 


in the Muslim community. He also raised 


worries that elements of the programme 
were being applied in an insensitive and 
discriminatory manner. 

Shawcross was never the person to 


address these concerns. He has expressed 


anti-Muslim views in the past and is 
affiliated with neo-conservative think- 
tanks. His review has simply brushed 
Anderson’s concerns aside and proposed 
amore anti-Muslim focus belied by 
much of the evidence presented to him 
and, as shown in this article, is now 
contradicted by the evidence of cases 
going through the courts. 

If Prevent is to be genuinely effective, 
then the original review called for by 
David Anderson KC is still very much 
needed. In the meantime, if Shawcross’s 
report results in the tilt that he was 
obviously seeking, there is a danger 
that radicalisation towards right-wing 
terrorism, at present the greater danger, 
will slip under the radar. There may be 


a price to pay for that. *% 
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wo of the far right’s most 

influential figures have been 

perusing the movement’s 

recent local election disaster 

in May and have come to 
radically different — although similarly 
scathing — conclusions. 

The first figure in question is self- 
styled nazi ‘intellectual’ Peter Rushton, 
deputy editor of Heritage and Destiny, 
whose ability to construct grammatically 
complete sentences sets him apart 
from most of his comrades. The other 
is former British National Party (BNP) 
leader Nick Griffin, now holed up in 
Wales making a very decent living from 
marketing religious nuttery online. Both 
are very extreme even within their own 
circles, and both are given to Holocaust 
denial and anti-Semitic conspiracies. 

But first a recap: in May, far-right 
parties across the country managed a 
handful of utterly derisory votes in local 
council elections. Even their best results 
were pathetic: for example, Ashlea 
Simon in Walken North and Julian 
Leppert in Waltham Forest Paternoster 
Ward both failed miserably. The former 
had stood for Britain First and the latter 
for the British Democratic Party (BDP). 

Simon’s vote was down, despite a 
~ campaign dating back many months 
to which her party had devoted 
considerable time and resources. And 
Leppert, who won a seat for For Britain 
in 2020 but was this time contesting it 
for Andrew Brons’s BDP, was turfed out. 

One of the elephants in the far-right 
recreation room is addressed by 
Rushton, who has launched an 
unprecedented and vitriolic attack 
on, well, just about everyone in the 
movement. In a furious article entitled 
‘Time for nationalists to decide — are 
we serious?’, published on the Heritage 
and Destiny website, he fires off in all 
directions. The results, he says, reflect, 
‘,.. years of decline, years of factional 
division, years of vanity, years of 
crank obsessions, years of tolerating 
substandard conduct within our ranks’. 

Why, he moans, have so many 


Looking into 
the abyss 


Two of the far right's grandees, Peter Rushton and Nick Griffin, 
think the movement has lost its way, but differ in their analyses 
of the causes. Mark Scholl considers their deliberations 


activists been drawn into futile single- 
issue campaigning. ‘Why are many 
nationalists in 2023 happier to protest 
about drag queens, or go on marches 
to promote conspiracy theories about 
Covid, while seeming to lose interest in 
serious racial nationalism — especially 
the essential hard slog of election 
campaigning? ... questions need to be 
asked as to why so many nationalists 
are happier on social media than 

on doorsteps. This applies to civic 
nationalists in Reform UK, UKIP and 
its splinters, even more than to racial 
nationalists. 

‘Part of the problem is defeatism, 
engendered by a style of politics that 
overemphasises conspiracies and the 
presumed power of our enemies.’ 


‘Un-British’ crankery 

For once, he has a point. Rather than 
going out canvassing and arguing politics 
on the doorstep over and over again, it 

is much more fun attending big rallies 

in Trafalgar Square to hear unhinged 
speakers such as Kate Shemirani 
demand that doctors and nurses face the 
death penalty. Much easier to promote 
anti-globalist fear-mongering via a New 
Age ‘anti-system’ ideology than leaflet 
housing estates. Much simpler to direct 


‘Tragically [writes Rushton] what we are left with in 2023 
is amovement... abandoning serious ideology to pursue 
crank fads (often imported online from the USA) that 
are of no relevance to the racial nationalist cause’ 
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people to conspiracists such as David 
Icke online. 

Rushton’s problem is that in 2023, 
as we are finding out, there are many 
avenues for such conspiracy-based 
expression. Rushton knows that his 
Heritage and Destiny operation now has 
serious competition, which is threatening 
to wipe him out. One of the issues that he 
identifies is that potential recruits want 
easy answers to difficult problems — this 
from a man who has stood on platforms 
with the most extreme dregs of Europe’s 
far right: Michele Renouf, Manfred 
Roeder and Isabel Peralta. 

He believes that there are too many 
cranks within the far right and, again, he 
is right. In fact, it is stuffed with them. 
But he wants his cranks to stick to strictly 
‘racial nationalist’ crankery. 

Responding to the election results, 
Rushton concludes: ‘Tragically what we 
are left with in 2023 is a movement... 
abandoning serious ideology to pursue 
crank fads (often imported online 
from the USA) that are of no relevance 
to the racial nationalist cause, but 
also have no substantial appeal to the 
British electorate.’ He then adds: ‘Three 
good examples are a trio of intellectually 
flimsy, un-British, indeed anti-British 
and anti-European political cults: 
Trumpism, anti-vaxxism, and Putinism. 

‘But once any or all of these cults 
infect a nationalist party or movement, 
they become a toxic threat to our cause. 
The vast majority of British voters will 
never believe that CoViD vaccinations 
were a mass poisoning plot; they will 
never take Donald Trump seriously; and 
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they will never support Putin’s semi-- 
Asiatic hordes.’ 

So, let’s have purely British crankery 
from now on, please. 

Rushton often cites the success of 
parties in Europe, but in Europe their 
mainstreaming — that is, the extent 
to which the far right’s clothes have 
been forced upon or stolen by popular, 
established and ostensibly more 
respectable conservative parties — has 
been a highly effective strategy. Hence 
there has been huge progress for parties 
from Finland to Italy. Several now have 
serious political power and influence. 

Indeed, one of its most successful 
exponents, Italy's Prime Minister 
Giorgia Meloni, a ‘former’ fascist activist, 
combines anti-immigrant rhetoric with 
a National Conservative ideology funded 
by big business. 


Yesterday's men 

This success must drive Griffin and 

Rushton crazy because they are 

now threatened with being surplus 

to requirements, yesterday’s men 

whose political ideology and tactics 

are increasingly irrelevant, squeezed 

between rightward moving conservative 

parties and deranged conspiracy cults. 
Seasoned observers will not perhaps 

be surprised that Griffin should survey 

the election wreckage and also draw 

negative conclusions. For him, the 
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results show that *...there is no electoral 
road... The idea that any existing party 
will be in a position even to match the 
electoral capabilities of the old BNP in 
under ten years from now is ridiculous’. 

But he has not reached this conclusion 
solely because electoral realities have 
hit home. Oh, no. He, along with Jim 
Dowson, a former BNP fundraiser now 
with Britain First, and Jayda Fransen, 
formerly of the EDL now with the 
British Freedom Party, are promoting 
a ‘religious battle against Islam’. This 
is a pseudo-Knights Templar operation 
that combines mysticism with old-style 
religious bigotry to lure supporters — 
and their money — from across Europe. 

One thing we do know about 
Dowson is that he is a highly successful 
fundraiser, and this operation is a real 
moneyspinner. Some of these religious 
extremists who, interestingly, come 
from both Protestant and Catholic 
backgrounds, have gained traction in 
Hungary and Spain. Dowson, of course, 
previously raised money for many far- 
right groups both in the UK and Europe, 
as well as for anti-Muslim border patrols 
in Eastern Europe. 

But none of his filthy lucre will be 
going into elections, that’s for sure. 
They’re history, says Griffin. Indeed, 
why go out on the stump when you can 
sit back and watch the money come 
rolling in? And, when it is rolling in, 


Downhearted 
Peter Rushton 
(right) bemoans 
the proliferation 
of crank 
populism, while 
Nick Griffin (left) 
highlights the 
advent of new 
far-right parties, 
all of which have 
gained traction 
among what 
was previously 
their voter 
demographic 


why throw it all down the pan? Griffin’s 
justification is that the tactics he used 

to win council seats for the BNP back in 
the day are no longer relevant because of 
demographic factors, apathy, movement 
divisions and tactical mistakes. 

Griffin now talks up parties such as 
Reclaim and Reform, both of which 
are much better funded than any of the 
microscopic far-right parties that grew 
out of the BNP ten years ago. 

In a video uploaded to Dowson’s 
purged.tv platform, he says that he 
believes any votes for anti-immigrant 
patriotic policies will, in future, go to 
Laurence Fox’s Reclaim Party, with 
voters unlikely to vote for openly fascist 
politics when there is a slightly more 
respectable option. And that, of course, 
would be a big problem for Paul Golding, 
Andrew Brons, Mark Collett and the 
Homeland Party. A cynic might suggest 
that Griffin’s main motive is resentment 
at the over £5 million given to Reclaim 
by businessman Jeremy Hosking. 


No complacency 

Nevertheless, as Griffin points out, 
given the massive support offered to 
both Reclaim and Reform UK on the 
GB News channel, both should be doing 
considerably better than they are. Anti- 
migrant hostility has been whipped up 
by the media, particularly the Daily 
Mail and Daily Express newspapers. 
Migrants are, like the immigrants 

of earlier decades, being blamed 

for everything. 

But even so, apart from six seats in 
Derby for Nigel Farage’s Reform UK, 
all was failure. Both Reform UK and 
Reclaim did appallingly badly in the 
recent elections, to the extent that many 
of their people must be wondering why 
they are carrying on. 

The good news is that the British far 
right is more divided than ever. The 
paltry votes received in May are further 
evidence of this. Even so, there is no 
room for complacency. Searchlight 
will be keeping a very close eye on the 
mainstreaming movement, efforts to 
infiltrate the Conservative Party, the 
conspiracy fantasists and the formation 
of violent proto-terrorist anti-system- 
type groups, all of which can be 
born of electoral failure and political 
desperation. Because, while Griffin and 


‘Rushton rue their failures, others are 


preparing to step forward... s 
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Desperate move to refill the 


UKIP is shifting further to the right, reversing a ban 

on former members of nazi groups, to supposedly include 
more ‘like-minded people’, but the party has been in crisis 
for some time. Tony Peters follows its decline 


KIP has moved significantly 
to the right in recent months 
with the lifting of a long- 
standing ban on former 
members of fascist and 
nazi groups joining the party. The move 
appears to have set off something of a 
crisis in the party, with several high-level 
resignations ensuing. 

UKIP’s rule book for many years 
contained a clause banning former 
members of certain proscribed parties 
or organisations from joining. These 
included Britain First, the British 
National Party, the English Defence 
League and the National Front. Former 
UKIP party leader Nigel Farage 
frequently cited this ban as evidence that 
UKIP was not an extremist party. 

However, at a meeting of the UKIP 
national executive committee (NEC)on 
15 April, this all changed. By a unanimous 
vote, the list of banned extreme right 
groups was removed completely and 
replaced with a list of proscribed left-wing 
groups, including Antifa, Hope Not Hate, 
Left Unity, Extinction Rebellion and Stop 
The Oil (sic). (Hope Not Hate was, in fact, 
already the subject of a ban voted through 
by the 2013 UKIP conference). 

UKIP thus flung open its doors to 
fascists and neo-nazis, who are now 
free to join. Party leader Ben Walker 
described the decision as ‘... a swing 
to now exclude the ‘Extreme Left’ as 
opposed to like-minded, free-thinking 
people of the right...’ 

A few days later UKIP announced 
that former far-right For Britain leader 
Ann Marie Waters, was rejoining and 
would immediately be appointed its 
justice spokesperson. 

The NEC decision was followed 
fairly quickly by the resignation of NEC 
member and agriculture spokesperson, 
Patricia Bryant. Talk within UKIP was 
that she had gone as a direct result of 
the ban being lifted, though she has 
denied this to Searchlight, insisting it 
was because she no longer wanted to 
‘traipse’ up to London once a month for 
NEC meetings when she could be riding 
her horse. Bryant is known, also, to have 
questioned whether Waters rejoining ‘is 
supposed to be good news?” 
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She was, however, followed by East 
and West Midlands organiser Ryan 
Fisher and East Midlands Chair John 
Laing. The post of West Midlands chair 
had been vacant for a while, so these 
departures left the entire Midlands 
organisation without any officers. Then, 
only a few days later, the entire list of 
regional officers was removed from 
the party website, suggesting that the 
number of vacancies had now become an 
embarrassment. 


Unsavoury 

Lifting the nazi ban is part of a long-term 
rightward shift by the former anti-EU 
party which foundered after the Brexit 
referendum. It was damaged by the 
departure of Nigel Farage in 2018, and 
the subsequent launch of his Brexit 
Party, now called Reform UK and led 

by Richard Tice. 

Farage left UKIP, he said, in protest at 
the appointment of Tommy Robinson as 
a UKIP adviser on ‘rape gangs’ by former 
UKIP leader Gerard Batten and support 
for the appointment from the UKIP NEC. 
Batten also allowed notorious conspiracy 
theorists to join up. In 2021, current 


One in, one out 


The lift on 

the ban on 
extremists 

has seen Ann 
Marie Waters 
(left) back in the 
fold as justice 
spokeperson, 
while Patricia 
Bryant has been 
the first of many 
to part ways 
with UKIP 


UKIP leader Neil Hamilton and chairman 
Ben Walker attended the Alternative fiir 
Deutschland (AfD) conference on Family 
Policy in Dresden. 

But the party is in crisis. Branches are 
moribund across the country, and it is 
being outflanked by Tice and Reform UK. 
UKIP desperately needs to find numbers 
somewhere: membership that only 
four years ago stood at around 30,000 
has collapsed. Internal sources say that 
members are now counted in hundreds 
not thousands. In the recent local 
elections, the party lost all its remaining 
local council seats. 

UKIP is desperate to arrest its decline 
and is touting around for similar 
thinking groups to link up with. Recently 
appointed deputy leader Rebecca Jane 
has been deputed to enter talks with 
these and other right-wing outfits, with a 
view to unification. 

The prize would be Reform UK. Many 
UKIP activists loathe Tice, but would give 
anything to get into serious unity talks 
with him. All overtures so far have been 
rebuffed, and Jane’s efforts are coming 
to little. Laurence Fox of Reclaim strung 
her along for a while, then blew any 
agreement out of the water by standing 
against her in Uxbridge. Reform UK 
and Reclaim have now agreed a non- 
aggression pact so they don’t fight each 
other in by-elections, but UKIP has been 
excluded. There is now much moaning 
internally about Jane’s fitness for the 
role. Her grasp of politics is slim, and she 
seems to believe that her ‘personality’ 
will woo over the likes of Tice and Fox. 
But they do not appear to be as easily 
impressed as the party chairman, whose 
idea it was to assign her to this task. 
Sacked Tory MP Andrew Bridgen’s 
decision to join Reclaim was seen as a 
massive failure on her part. 

Fox, of course, has ample funding from 
multimillionaire Jeremy Hosking so is 
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not to be tempted, at this stage at least, even 
by the harvest of legacies that have been left 
to UKIP in the wills of elderly members and 
that they hope to reap. That may not be so 
straightforward as it seems, though. A recent 
court case featuring a bequest of around 
£180,000 to UKIP saw the deceased’s family 
arguing that circumstances in relation to 
UKIP have changed so significantly since 

his death that the bequest was no longer 
appropriate. The judge agreed and UKIP 

left the court empty handed, except for a 

bill for costs. There was much subsequent 
recrimination at top level. 

The recent by-elections have also drawn 
unwelcome attention to those who now 
control the party. Deputy leader Jane has a 
colourful past as founder of a “Lady Detective 
Agency that specialised in entrapping 
suspected wayward husbands. She also 
admitted to sending topless pictures of 
herself to ex-footballer Michael Owen (at his 
request) only a couple of years ago. 

Then, a charity she has been running for 
the past 18 months came under scrutiny 
from the Charity Commission, although 
the commission decided to take no further 
action. Added to that, her party chairman 
Ben Walker was branded a ‘rogue builder’ 
after being convicted for a string of serious 
breaches of building regulations in 2019. 

Her recently appointed election agent is 
Geoff Courtenay, who was thrown out of 
the Conservative Party for inappropriate 
Facebook posts. In 2014, he argued that 
using words like ‘Paki’ or ‘Chinky’ were ‘no 
more than calling a Sandwich a “sarnie”’. 

As for UKIP ‘leader’ Hamilton, where do 
we begin? There’s so much to say and not 
enough space to say it. Perhaps new and 
curious readers should just begin here: 


Disgraced former minister and lobbyist abancion £10m case at kast minum 


A liar and a cheat | 
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A Bridgen 
too far? 


Kicked out of the Tory Party over coronavirus 
claims, MP Andrew Bridgen has now migrated 
to Reclaim. Martyn Lester surveys his career 


he Reclaim Party, the 
right-wing political 
organisation best 
known for its frontman, 
the actor Laurence 
Fox, surprisingly gained its first 
member of parliament in May. As 
has more than once been the case 
with fringe movements, it did so 
not by winning a seat at a general 
election or by-election, but by 
clasping in its unsavoury embrace 
a renegade sitting MP — Andrew 
Bridgen, the member for North West 
Leicestershire. 

It would not be accurate to describe 
Bridgen as having defected from the 
Conservatives, because the Tories had 
already kicked him out of the party. 
He had been sitting as an independent 
for a month before clambering aboard 
the Reclaim bandwagon (such as it is). 

During his 13 years as a 
Conservative MP, Bridgen made a 
reputation for himself as a serial 
rebel and backstabber. Aside from 
repeatedly defying party whips, he is 
rumoured to have submitted letters 
of no confidence in at least three of 
the five Tory prime ministers of the 
period — David Cameron, Theresa 
May and Boris Johnson (despite 
supporting Johnson’s successful 
2019 leadership bid). 

Although the European Reform 
Group — the hardline ‘no-deal Brexit’ 
faction of Conservative MPs — never 
publishes a membership list, Bridgen 
has been identified as a member of the 
group via ‘resources pool declarations 
in his parliamentary expenses. 


Similarly, there is no official roll of 
members of the overlapping anti- 
lockdown Covid Recovery Group, 
but Bridgen was one of the 53 Tory 
MPs recorded as having filed into 
the ‘No’ lobby to vote against his 
own government’s Health Protection 
(Coronavirus, Restrictions) (All 
Tiers) (England) Regulations 2020 
motion in December 2020 (ie he was 
opposed to renewing the Covid-19 
lockdown). 


Grossly insensitive 

It was Bridgen’s fevered coronavirus 
preoccupations that led to his eventual 
ejection from the Conservative Party, 
although not for merely voting against 
the government. After a series of 
escalating anti-vax comments, some 
based on wild conspiracy theories, he 
eventually tweeted that the Covid-19 
vaccination programme was ‘the 
biggest crime against humanity since 
the Holocaust’. 

Although claims that this was an 
overtly anti-Semitic statement are 
open for debate, such devil-may-care 
use of the Nazi genocide to support 
a completely unconnected argument 
was at minimum grossly insensitive, 
and it is hard to believe that Bridgen 
could not have predicted that it would 
spark widespread outrage. Among 
those who lambasted him for the 
comment was Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak, who said that ‘it is utterly 
unacceptable to make linkages and 
use language like that’. 

And it is not as if Bridgen has 
received no prior schooling on taking 


Searchlight | 25 


Photo: Diseworth Heritage Centre 


care not to totter at the boundary 
between clumsiness of expression 
and apparent anti-Semitism. Some 
years ago he was taken to task for 
referring, in a House of Commons 
debate on Palestinian statehood, 
to ‘the power of the Jewish lobby 
in America’. 

We have no space here to deep- 
dive into a complicated subject, 
but to characterise Israel-focused 
lobbies in the USA as ‘Jewish’ is to 
badly miss two important points: 
that American-Jewish opinion 
is diverse and should not be 
misrepresented as monolithic and that 
support in the USA for hardline Israeli 
governments is at least as likely to be 
expressed by right-wing Christian 
evangelicals as by their Jewish 
counterparts. 

At the time of being defenestrated by 
his party, Bridgen was already serving 
a suspension from the Commons 
for having broken the MPs’ code of 
conduct ‘on multiple occasions and in 
multiple ways’ regarding declarations 
of interest and paid lobbying. But, 
because he had been sentenced to 
just a five-day ban, he was not subject 
to a possible recall petition by his 
constituents. 


Lied under oath 

It would be tedious to list all of 

the times that Bridgen has been 

in hot or at least warm water with 

his party, but with hindsight many 
would question why the Tories kept 
him in the fold after a High Court 
judge last year found him to have ‘lied 
under oath and behaved in an abusive, 
arrogant and aggressive manner’ in 
court, and to have been ‘an unreliable 
and combative witness who tried to 
conceal his own misconduct’. 

Did they not believe that this was 
enough to count as having brought 
their party into disrepute? 

Bridgen’s Brexit and Covid 
preoccupations made him a 
natural fit for the Reclaim Party. 

The group’s sugardaddy, third-of- 
a-billionaire trainspotter Jeremy 
Hosking, had already donated the 
best part of £2 million to Vote Leave, 
Brexit Express and Nigel Farage’s 
Brexit Party, before providing a 

£1 million launch fund for Fox’s 
outfit. And the Reclaim front 
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Beyond the smile 


Having supported 
Boris Johnson's 
leadership bid, 

Andrew Bridgen 
is later rumoured 
to have submitted 
a letter of no 
confidence in 

the then Prime 

Minister Johnson. 

Will his allegiance 

to Reclaim stand 
the test of time? 


man himself campaigned against 
Covid-19 lockdown and encouraged 
others to break the government’s 
coronavirus regulations. 

Presumably, Bridgen will stand as 
a Reclaim candidate and defend his 
seat at the next general election in 
the UK. Whether he has any chance 
of staying in the job is difficult to 
predict. Pre-Brexit referendum, 
UKIP acquired a pair of defecting 
Conservative MPs who enjoyed/ 
suffered very different fates when they 
eventually tested their public support 
at a general election. 


Believer or not? 

Clacton MP Douglas Carswell and 
Rochester and Strood MP Mark 
Reckless defected to UKIP in 2014, 
each resigning to force by-elections 
themed on their anti-European 
Union stances. 

Although both won their 
by-elections (each in relatively low 
turnouts), only Carswell did so 
convincingly, and at the following 


year’s general election, Reckless 
(whom some consider to be an 
example of nominative determinism) 
was outpolled by the official 

Tory candidate. 

There were, it must be said, 
variables involved. Carswell was 
fairly obviously a squatter in UKIP 
(he eventually redefected to become 
an independent). He made no secret 
of regarding Farage as a bit of an arse 
while, shortly after the referendum, 
Farage described Carswell as 
‘somebody inside our party who 
doesn’t agree with anything the party 
stands for’. 

Reckless, on the other hand, seems 
to have been more of a true believer, 
and later reunited with Farage in the 
so-called Brexit Party (it was not, in 
any proper sense, a party at all). 

Whether Andrew Bridgen has 
anything like the personal following 
and constituency respect of Douglas 
Carswell or will become as forgettable 
as Mark Reckless (whose most 
recent dice with electoral destiny 
saw him coming an ignominious 
seventh in the contest to represent 
Monmouth in the Welsh Parliament) 
remains to be seen. Our guess is that 
he will be less of a skyrocket than a 
damp squib. 

Pending, as we go to press, is the 
outcome of Fox’s own candidacy 
in the July by-election in Boris 
Johnson’s former seat of Uxbridge and 
South Ruislip. 

Fox’s last run for office, in the 2021 
election for London Mayor, saw him 
garner a less than impressive 1.9% of 
the vote, despite Reform UK (formerly 
the Brexit Party) standing aside 
in his favour, and an endorsement 
from Farage. 

Fox was beaten to fifth place 
in the poll by YouTube prankster 
Niko Omilana, al though he did poll 
nearly twice as many votes as Count 
Binface — an ‘intergalactic space 
warrior’, apparently. ® 


Presumably, Bridgen will stand as a Reclaim candidate 


and defend his seat at the next general election in the 
UK, but whether he has any chance of staying in the job 
is difficult to predict 
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A party leader's dilemma: 
to bomb synagogues or not? 


The British Democratic Party fancies its future 
electoral chances as the less bellicose faction 
of the far right but, as Andy Bell explains, its 
leader's past position could be embarrassing 


cross the far right, talk of 
unity following the May 
local election debacle is, 
predictably, giving way to 
acrimony and backbiting. 
It was ever thus. Mark Collett, Patriotic 
Alternative (PA) leader, held unity talks 
with Independent Nationalist Network 
(INN) and British Democratic Party 
(BDP). This might have drawn others in, 


elephant trap that awaits them. 
For, in the event that a unified 
group emerges with Brons 
anywhere near the helm, he 
and they will be plagued by one 
simple question: “What’s your 
view on synagogue bombing?’ 
Brons joined the original 
BNP of John Bean in 1965 and 
was a founder member of the 


but then Collett pissed everyone off by NF when the BNP merged 
instructing his members not to support into it in 1967. He was elected 
cross-party demonstrations in Leeds to the national directorate 


and Elgin. 

That has not entirely upset the BDP. 
Its leadership thinks it is a cut above 
some of the rabble that inhabits the far 
right. So, while the party might entertain 
a tryst with Collett and PA, the fact that 
INN and Alek Yerbury’s National Support 
Detachment probably will not be involved 
is not a serious cause for regret. 

The British Democrats are, in truth, 
nothing of the sort. Party leader Jim 
Lewthwaite is a fanatical Orangeman 
and former British National Party 
(BNP) luminary. The party’s president 
is Andrew Brons who, if unity goes 
ahead, will eschew a full-time post — he is 
getting on a bit — but will almost certainly 
demand some kind of titular position as 
befits his standing in the far right. 

Brons is a veteran nazi, a former 
chairman of the National Front (NF) and 
a former BNP Member of the European 
Parliament. He was also, for 35 years, a 
lecturer at a further education college, 
which marks him out as one of the 
outstanding intellectual figures in the 
movement's books. 

But one thing that his potential allies 
will have to bear in mind is the PR 


in 1974 and put in charge of 
membership education, with 


campaign of arson attacks against 


were jailed. 


into the NSM. 


activities as bombing synagogues. 
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special reference to racial matters. 

But before the BNP, Brons had been 
a fully fledged member of Colin Jordan’s 
swastika-flaunting National Socialist 
Movement (NSM) whose members, 
as we all know, were involved in the 


synagogues and Jewish property in the 
mid-1960s, for which several of them 


Synagogue bombing was an issue that 
exercised Brons in 1965, in a letter he 
wrote to Jordan’s wife, Francoise Dior. 
Dior herself was later convicted for her 
part in the synagogue arson campaign. 

Brons had been dispatched to Leeds 
to make contact with someone who 
had a small group of nazis gathered 
around him and who might be recruited 


He wrote to Dior: ‘I have contacted the 
gentleman from Leeds whose address 
you included. The impression I got was 
that he was an enthusiastic nationalist 
and that he had ample manual support 
[...] Also, however, he mentioned such 
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this subject I have a dual view, in that 
although I realise he is well intentioned 
I feel that our public image may suffer 
considerable damage as a result of 
these activities. Iam however, open to 
correction on this point ...’ 
Searchlight first published the text 
of this letter in 1980, and Brons has 
since bemoaned the fact that, when he 
wrote it, he was young and naive. He has 
dismissed it as one of the ‘silly things’ a 
young man might do. He has, however, 
never expressed a single ounce of regret 
or remorse for his espousal of synagogue 
bombing as ‘well intentioned’. 
Searchlight is sure that, if he assumes 
any sort of leadership role in a new 
organisation, he will be given many 
opportunities to do so. At least, he will if 
we have anything to do with it. e 


For or against? 
BDP president 
Andrew Brons 
(pictured in his 
younger days and 
more recently), 
was, at the time of 
writing his letter in 
1965, active in the 
National Socialist 


Historical footnote: The letter in 
Movement-—heis question was liberated during a 62 
yet to apologise Group operation against the NSM'‘s 
On London headquarters in late 1965 
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A message 
from the 


Alternative for Germany has won its first 
district council election, sparking concern 
among politicians and the general public, 
as Siobhan Hyland reports 


t the end of June, 
Alternative for Germany 
(AfD) for the very first 
time won a district council 
election in Germany. 
The party’s gain came in the town of 
Sonneberg, in the state of Thuringia. 

The news was greeted with a broad 
range of emotion from across many 
sectors of German society, sparking 
concern about the party’s growing 
popularity. However, Searchlight has 
been tracking the rise and fall of AfD 
over several years and is not surprised 
by this latest turn of events. Support for 
AfD in the east of Germany has been 
steadily rising in recent years, especially 
since the Covid pandemic. 

People living in the state of Thuringia 
have felt marginalised by central 
government, which they feel has 
allocated them fewer resources and 
offered less support than states in 
the west. Some people have therefore 
turned to AfD, in the hope of having 
their needs met, which is leading to 
further polarisation of German society 
in the area. 

In the election, the AfD’s Robert 
Sesselmann ousted the incumbent 
district administrator of Sonneberg 
— a role equivalent to mayor — 

Jurgen Kopper of the centre-right 
Christian Democrat Party (CDU). 
Sesselmann gained a 52.8% share of 


the vote, boosting his party’s efforts and 
confidence, especially for next year’s 
parliamentary elections in Thuringia, 
Brandenburg and Saxony. 

However, it was a close-run contest 
between Sesselmann, a 50-year-old 
lawyer, and the incumbent K6pper, who 
gained a 47.2% share of the poll. 

The Central Council of Jews in 
Germany was appalled and alarmed at 
these latest results, expressing its views 
against the AfD on its website. The 
council’s president Josef Schuster stated 
that the election is deeply worrying, 
but in his view not all those who voted 
for AfD are right wing. However, he 
said that people needed to think very 
carefully about why they voted for an 
extremist organisation. The council itself 
has refused to meet with or recognise 
the party as a legitimate political group. 

Part of the AfD has been branded 
as an extremist organisation by the 
Federal Office for the Protection of the 
Constitution (BfV) intelligence agency. 
The party previously had a radical 
faction, known as ‘Der Fliigel’ (The 
Wing), which was dissolved. However, 
its youth wing — Junge AfD (JA) — has 
taken on its mantle. 

In addition, the party has skirted 
very closely to anti-Semitism, with 
Alex Gurland, AfD honorary chairman, 
stating in 2017 that Germans were no 
longer accountable for the Nazi regime 
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and that they should be proud of the 
German soldiers who fought in the First 
and Second World Wars. 

What he omitted to mention was 
that the evidence clearly shows is that 
the Wehrmacht (Germany military) 
was vital in supporting the Nazi regime 
in committing atrocities, including the 
Holocaust. They were not operating 
on the side of the regime — they were 
squarely within it. 


Anti-nazi activist jailed 
From Dresden, meanwhile, comes 
news that should alarm anti-fascists 
everywhere: a woman was sentenced 
to five years and three months in 
prison for taking part in action against 
neo-nazis. The judge, in his post- 
sentence commentary, stated that 
opposing right-wing extremism is a 
respectable motive, but not if it results 
in criminal acts. 

The woman, named only as Lina E 
(as per legal restriction reporting), 
was sentenced alongside three other 
activists, who received terms of between 
two and four years. Lina E was accused 
of masterminding an assault on six 
neo-nazis who were leaving a ceremony 
marking the 75th anniversary of the 
firebombing of Dresden in the Second 
Word War, an event that attracts far- 
right groups such as neo-nazis. 

As Searchlight readers will know, this 
anniversary is often used by the far-right 
to amplify what they deem ‘Allied war 
crimes’ and to minimise the Holocaust. 
Even after a call by the defence team to 
acquit the accused, the trial went ahead. 
It became a national issue in Germany, 
with the country’s interior minister 
stating that vigilante justice will not 
be tolerated. 

At the same time that anti-fascists are 
meted out prison sentences neo-nazis 
are increasing their presence. Since 
2015, those fleeing persecution and 
seeking asylum in Germany have come 
under more attacks. The violence has 
been spreading from the east into more 
cosmopolitan cities. 


Targeting children 

Other activities include a man in 
neo-nazi clothing, caught on video, 
apparently attempting to give out 
balloons for the AfD campaign in 
Sonneberg to a kindergarten, which 
was caught on video. According to 
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A man in neo-nazi clothing, caught on video, was 
apparently attempting to give out balloons for the AfD 
campaign in Sonneberg toa kindergarten 


AP news, German authorities are 
investigating the event, with the 
footage showing a man wearing 

a t-shirt, printed with the words 
‘Wehrmacht wieder mit?’ (Who is 
going to join again?) and the head of a 
helmeted soldier. There is no indication 
that he was acting on behalf of the AfD 
and its campaign; however, Thuringia 
Education Minister Helmut Holter 
condemned the act on Twitter. 


Hostility to Muslims 

An Independent Expert Panel on 
Hostility against Muslims (UEM), 

set up in the wake of the terror attack 
in Hanau in 2020, has returned its 
findings, casting a bleak picture in 
terms of discrimination and racism. 
The final report entitled, Islamophobia 
—A German Balance Sheet, reveals 

a hostile attitude towards Muslims 
across German society. The panel 
found conscious and unconscious bias, 
along with the alienation of Muslims, 
which included violence. 

Muslim women who wear a 
headscarf reported feeling they were a 
target when out in public. The report 
stated there was also prejudicial 
views against Muslim men, who were 
deemed patriarchal and extreme. Most 
concerning, people were willing to 
restrict Muslim’s rights and freedoms. 

What the report underlines is the 
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failure of mainstream political parties 
to tackle wider social issues, which have 
fed the growth of the German far right 
and the AfD. However, the Federal 
interior minister did not agree with the 
report and declared that all people in 
Germany had access to the same rights 
and freedoms. 


Accelerationism 

In terms of the far right, in May an 
extremists was sentenced to three 
years and ten months in prison 

for attempting to form a neo-nazi 
terrorist group. He based his group 
on Atomwaffen Division (AWD), a US 
neo-nazi group, which is organised as 
a group of terror cells whose aim is to 
achieve the collapse of civilisation. 

There has been a growth in 
accelerationism within the wider far 
right movement, an ideology advocating 
that the only way to attain a national 
rebirth is through the total collapse 
of the world system: when this has 
been achieved, a white-only world can 
be built. 

The man whose intent was to bring 
this to Germany, Marvin E, was a full 
convert to this ideology, wishing to 
create an AWD Hesse (Germany). He 
had acquired firearms and explosives, 
and was attempting to recruit members. 


Coup plotters on trial 

Finally, in May, those who were 
involved with the attempted coup of 
December 2022 came to trial. The 

five are suspected of being members 

of the Vereinte Patrioten (United 
Patriots) and are accused of planning to 
overthrow the German government. 

The alleged ringleader wrote on the 
blogs of the Reichsbiirger (Citizen) 
movement, which can be viewed as 
similar to the sovereign citizen or 
freeman of the land movements in other 
parts of the world. 

An undercover investigation thwarted 
their plans, which have been considered 
serious and a real threat to German 
democracy. Searchlight will bring 
you more on this important trial as 
it unfolds. @ 
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Slick operator 
who led Italy's 
fascist revival 


Silvio Berlusconi unashamedly championed 
Mussolini and is arguably responsible for the 
ascent of far-right populist leaders around the 
globe today. Alfio Bernabei charts his career 


Photo: European People's Party 


ilvio Berlusconi helped rehabilitate fascism by falsifying 

the historical truth and lying about the crimes committed 

in the name of fascism. He did this by using a mixture 

of ignorance and persuasion, laced with seductive doses 

of panache and bonhomie amid plenty of televisual 
entertainment. Over the years, he made it possible for fascism to be 
considered a benign force and even a fashionable political design. 
This was his major political and cultural achievement. 

The shift he brought about in the public’s perception of fascism 
and make it acceptable has led to the post-fascist government Italy 
has today. These grateful followers gave Berlusconi a state funeral, 
complete with live TV coverage and a national day of mourning. 
Helicopters flew over the fleet of cars accompanying his body for 
cremation, with cameras filming from all angles, provoking an epic 
surge of empathy on his passing. Thousands of people lined the 
route, eager to be part of the spectacle. It has been described as 
instant beatification. 

Berlusconi signalled his intent to normalise fascism from 
the outset of his political career in 1994 when he became Prime 
Minister. As his allies in government he chose Gianfranco Fini, 
former secretary of the Italian fascist party Movimento Sociale 
Italiano (MSI), and Umberto Bossi of the Northern League, who 
was in the habit of treating people outside his beloved Northern 
Italy as an inferior race. 

It seemed unlikely that this aberration would be tolerated by 
Italy’s strong left-wing body of opinion and its anti-fascist tradition 
for long. But Berlusconi knew better. In a highly significant move, 
he added to his team the dictator’s granddaughter Alessandra 
Mussolini, a former actress, glamour model and singer. He knew 
this political marriage would send a powerful message. 

There were other significant and symbolic messages: among 
those employed at Berlusconi’s house was Vittorio Mangano, 

a Mafioso killer linked to the criminal organisation the Cosa 
Nostra. And there was little surprise when it became known that 
Berlusconi had been a member of the P2, the Masonic Lodge led by 
Licio Gelli that was part of the Gladio/Stay Behind organisation. 

Berlusconi's rehabilitation of fascism occurred, albeit tacitly, 
every time he appeared on television, which was not an infrequent 
occurrence, given he owned some of the channels. He was also an 
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excellent communicator with the man and woman in the street: he 
never presented the issues with the complexity they deserved, but 
as perfectively solvable minor problems. 

Over the years, Berlusconi served as prime minister three times: 
1994 to 1995, 2001 to 2006 and 2008 to 2011. He managed to 
draw consensus not only from the electorate that had supported 
the defunct Christian Democratic Party that had dominated Italy 
since the Second World War, but also from Italians sympathetic 
to fascism, who had hitherto felt too scared to be seen to be openly 
associated with the MSI or other far-right movements. 


Mussolini's ‘good things’ 

Berlusconi started pointing to the ‘positive’ aspects of fascism 

as early as 1994: addressing his comments to the foreign press, 

he sidestepped any criticism from the Italian newspapers. 
Commenting on Fini’s description of Mussolini as ‘the greatest 
statesman of the country’, Berlusconi told The Washington Post 
that his ally was only ‘trying to be true to his party’s past’, adding: 
‘Mussolini did some good things, and that’s something that history 
says is correct.’ 

In 2003, referring to the house arrest and incarceration of 
thousands of opponents to Mussolini’s regime on penal islands off 
the Italian coast, he told The Spectator magazine: ‘Mussolini sent 
people on holiday.’ In the same interview, he went as far as to say 
that “Mussolini never killed anyone’, as if to absolve the dictator of 
the killings perpetrated in the name of fascism. 

Berlusconi never ceased to deliberately mislead, disinform and 
lie, saying, for example, that in Italy racial laws were introduced 
under pressure from the Germans, ignoring the fact that, from its 
inception, Italy’s fascism extolled the razza italiana. 

The methods employed by Berlusconi have since been replicated 
globally to gain power, adapting his strategy to local expectations. 
Those who have drawn lessons from Berlusconi include Viktor 
Orban in Hungary, Donald Trump in the USA, Jair Bolsonaro in 
Brazil and Boris Johnson in the UK. They may not be in the ranks 
of those calling for his beatification, but they certainly owe him a 
great deal as imitators. 2 


Silvio Berlusconi, 1936-2023 
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Proud Boys leaders guilty 
of seditious conspiracy 


As Proud Boys face jail terms for their part in the 6 January riots, the ongoing 
realignment of forces on the Republican right continues. Leonard Zeskind reports 


n 4 May 2023, two years 

and four months after a 

far-right revolt inside the 

Capitol Building, a DC jury 

handed down four guilty of 
seditious conspiracy verdicts for leaders 
of the ‘western chauvinist’ Proud Boys. 

Enrique Tarrio, of Afro-Cuban 
background from Miami, was the 
chairman but not the founder of the 
group, Ethan Nordean, from Washington 
State, Joe Biggs, an organiser from 
central Florida, and Zachary Rehl, a 
leader of the group in Philadelphia, were 
all found guilty of three charges: seditious 
conspiracy, conspiring to obstruct a 
congressional session, and of actually 
obstructing it. Dominic Pezzola, a former 
Marine Corporal from upstate New 
York, was found not guilty of seditious 
conspiracy, but guilty of obstructing 
Congress. They will be handed sentences 
in August. 

Prosecutors showed that the usual 
Proud Boys organisational deference to 
police was changed to open hostility after 
December 2020. ‘Tf police block electors 
from entering a building to cast a vote for 
Trump, we the people will treat your thin 
blue line like we do antifa,’ said defendant 
Biggs. He continued: ‘Get in our way and 
get walked over.’ 

The prosecution also had many 
members of the Proud Boys as witnesses. 
One of them, said: ‘I believed from my 
experience that violence was celebrated.’ 

Defence lawyers argued that there was 
no organisational plan for 6 January, 
and that the violence and chaos emerged 
‘spontaneously’ out of the ‘herd mentality’ 
of the crowd. But the prosecution loaded 
up the witness stand with hundreds of 
internal communications among Proud 
Boys members pointing to a violent 
showdown. “These defendants saw 
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themselves as Donald Trump’s army, 
fighting to keep their preferred leader in 
power, one prosecutor said. 

The Proud Boys positive relationship 
with many Republicans is one of the 
key factors that separated them from 
established white nationalist outfits, 
such as the League of the South or 
the Stormfront website. As far back 
as October 2018, the Metropolitan 
Republican Club in New York City invited 
Proud Boys’ founder Gavin McInnes to 
speak. A fight ensued and nine Proud 
Boys and three protestors were charged. 
The club issued a statement, defending 
the Proud Boys. 

The latest court decision may change 
some Republican attitudes to the host of 
fighting clubs and paramilitary windbags 
on its perimeter. Already, a host of 
conservative candidates and blocs of 
money have emerged to challenge Trump 
in the Republican primaries. In a head- 
to-head race with the ageing President 
Biden, Trump is a sure loser. These winds 
of minute change may blow the leaderless 
Proud Boys further to the margins. 

According to the Anti-Defamation 
League, there were 119 active Proud 
Boys chapters in 46 states at the time 
of the trial. The national organisation 
had already shuttered its doors, with a 
decision to have these chapters adhere to 
state level leaderships. As has been noted 
previously, this has opened the doors 
to more clearly anti-Semitic and white 
supremacist language in some states. 

The moment now belongs to the 
gay-baiting, male chauvinist politics that 
lie at the heart of the Proud Boys. Other 
white supremacists such as Patriot Front 
and the conservative We the People have 
joined in the chorus, however. They will 
grow through public activity against gay 
people, trans people and women, while 
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the Proud Boys are at home nursing their 
wounds from the trial. But race-based 
politics and anti-Semitism are likely to 
push back into the open before the end of 
the summer. 

This could be a time of significant 
transformation on the far right. 

The notion of white dispossession, 
championed since the 1970s by white 
supremacists, is now openly espoused 
by Republican candidates such as 
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis. The 
recent Supreme Court decision against 
affirmative action is likely to push racist 
views into the public eye. 

Make America Great Again nationalists 
remain at a fever pitch, and large sections 
are as likely as not to ultimately bolt 
to the Republican Party after 2024, if 
candidates such as Chris Christie take 
the lead. As a result, the Proud Boys are 
unlikely to remain static in the months 
ahead, and may fragment further. @ 


Leonard Zeskind is the founder of the 
Institute for Research and Education 
of Human Rights 
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The 
Searchlight 
Archive 


THE SEARCHLIGHT ARCHIVE is a major collection 
of material documenting the activities of British 
and international fascist and racist organisations. 
The collection is unique and is one of the most 
extensive and significant resources of its type in 
Europe. 


The archive is made possible by an ongoing 
partnership with Searchlight magazine, and 
the collection is held on long-term loan to the 
University of Northampton. This partnership has 
been developed by Dr Paul Jackson, Professor in 
the History of Radicalism and Extremism. 

With over 400 boxes of material currently on 
catalogue, and more coming online every day, 
the archive features an array of material and 
documents related to the history of the extreme 
right. This material includes many extremist 
journals published by groups such as the National 
Front and the British National Party, as well as 
many crucial internal documents, such as details 
of meetings and internal memos, collated by anti- 
fascist researchers. 

It also contains an array of material linked to 
international extreme right groups, such as the 
American Nazi Party and the Blood and Honour 
music network. 

The collection also allows for the study of 
anti-fascism, and includes the archives of many 
Searchlight investigations. The archive also 
features around 50 oral history interviews with a 
wide range of anti-fascist campaigners. 

Since opening in 2013, the archive has hosted 
many visiting researchers and has been popular 
with University of Northampton students 
researching major projects. 


@ For further information, contact the archivist, 
Dr Daniel Jones, Daniel.Jones@Northampton. 
ac.uk’ 


@ See also the University of Northampton Archive 
catalogue, https://tinyurl.com/northampton- 
archive 
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Amazing 
blast from 
the past 


Punk culture played an important 
part in countering fascists, So come 
celebrate it, says Paul Sillett 


Exhibition 

Punk: Rage & Revolution 
Leicester Museum & Art Gallery 
Until 3 September. Free entry 


f you were at all touched by the ‘punk explosion’ in 

1976, this exhibition is a must! It gives an incisive 

historical overview of those exciting times. How 

many exhibitions do you know where your ears are 

serenaded on entry by X-Ray Spex’s glorious Oh 
Bondage! Up Yours! ? 

The organisers have got it just right: from the economic, 
social and political backdrop of those hard times to the 
essential battle against the nazi National Front (NF). The 
oral histories of Leicester punks, who have put body and soul 
into this project, are central. There are plenty of examples of 
humour and mockery with which various old farts were dealt 
with at the time. One such hilarious example can be seen in 
archive television footage of TV presenter Bill Grundy being 
upstaged by the Sex Pistols, who were none too polite when 
interviewed by him on air. His career never recovered. 

Much of the financial backing for the exhibition has come 
from local businesses — and the irony of the involvement 
of certain investors will not be lost on visitors. But this has 
not resulted in a safe or cosy representation of those times 
— far from it — so thanks to those who have supported this 
warts-and-all perspective. 

Although some punks wore swastikas, this was by far 
outweighed by the majority of punks, who supported groups, 
such as The Clash, who spoke out against this cheap and 
dangerous sensationalism. John Lydon, aka Johnny Rotten 
of the Sex Pistols, also railed against the NF (sadly a rebel 
no more, he was spotted wearing a Trump MAGA T-shirt in 
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2020). This mattered — and is 
one of only a few omissions here. 

The punky/reggae party that blossomed in the 
1970s — and the corresponding Rock Against Racism/ 
Anti-Nazi League (RAR/ANL) mass movements — are 
well captured. The RAR fanzines created by Temporary 
Hoarding in punk style and an assortment of button 
badges illuminate the mood of those rebellious days. 

Given the prevalence of racism at the time, it could all have 
been very different. There was a struggle to rid punk culture 
of the swastika. If you were a punk, the choice was clear: take 
a stand against the NF and other nazis, who saw the punk 
cultural scene as promoting ‘degenerate music’, or cop out. 
Fortunately, most punks, inspired by their cultural heroes, 
had the right attitude and made the right choice. 

The ska music promoted by the 2 Tone Records label had 
its own punky/reggae mix, which of course grew out of punk. 
A roundtable discussion as part of the exhibition between 
those behind the music sparked a fascinating discussion 
about the supposed ‘fascist’ element of punk. 

Along with the activities of RAR/ANL, the exhibition 
features musicians The Clash and Tom Robinson, as well as 
Leicester’s own cultural heroes — street photographers and 
punk fashion trendsetters such as Stephane Raynor, David 
Parkinson, Helen Robinson and Juliana Sissons. They were 
part of a push to marginalise NF fascists trying to subvert 
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punk subculture to their own ends. 
An emphasis on female empowerment 
and black women punks is to be welcomed. 
It was fitting that the original X-Ray Spex 
saxophonist, Lora Logic, was there to cut the 
ribbon on the first night, opening the doors to 
the exhibition’s treasure trove. 

The variety of original material alone is 
worth a visit and includes artwork by Jamie 
Reid, whose 7-metre mural tells the story 
of punk. The expensive clothes sold in the 

King’s Road by Seditionaries and Boy are 

heavily featured. Amorality and shock was 

‘the point’, but at the opening brilliant 

panellist Sandra Baum commented: ‘We couldn’t afford 
the King’s Road stuff...and made our own. And this was key 
to the grassroots nature of it all. But the £40 ‘punk’ T-shirts 
sold by the likes of Zandra Rhodes in 1977 is evidence 
that the sharks were already circling and looking to turn 
rebellion into money. 

The spirit of those days hits you throughout the exhibition: 
the good, the bad and the ugly. Many Leicester punks 
were cultural pioneers, who acknowledge their debt to the 
movement’s original DIY ethos. 

Anti-fascists will find much of value and pleasure here. For 
some, it will bring back memories. What is encouraging is 
the number of young visitors whose remarks in the comment 
book (which contains over 1000 messages) talk of the 
exhibition’s power and what it means to them. 

This is wonderful blast of history. Don’t miss it! 


@ Northampton Museum and Art Gallery will also be hosting a Punk: 
Rage & Revolution exhibition later this year 
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cidental Death of an Anarchist/Facebook 


AC 


Andy Bell enjoys a hilarious new revival of 
a Classic of political farce that does full justice to 
the comic heart of the original piece 


The Accidental Death of 


an Anarchist 
Dario Fo and Franca Rame 


Playing at the Theatre Royal, 
Haymarket, London 
Until 9 September 2023 


he Accidental Death of an 
Anarchist is a play that arose 
from events in December 
1969, when Italian fascists 
bombed the Piazza Fontana in Milan, 
killing 17 people and injuring 88. It 
was the deadliest of several bombs 
planted that day by the group Ordine 
Nuovo (New Order) as part of the far 
right’s ‘Strategy of tension’, designed 
to provoke a military takeover of 
the country. 

For that strategy to work, the 
bombing — and others like it — had to 
be blamed on the left and, sure enough, 
the police investigation initially focused 
almost entirely on the city’s anarchists. 
Dozens were arrested. One, Giuseppe 
Pinelli, a railway worker, was taken 
to police headquarters and died after 
falling from a fourth-floor window 
while being interrogated. The police 
claimed he had committed suicide, 
launching himself through the window, 
seized by a ‘raptus’. 

But the official police account was 
riddled with absurd inconsistencies and 


Transposed to London Danie! Rigby 


as The Maniac (all images), with (centre 
image) Ro Kumar as Agent Joseph (top), 
Tom Andrews as Detective Daisy (right) 
and Mark Hadfield as Inspector Burton 


contradictions, to put it generously, 
and inspired Dario Fo and his wife 
Franca Rame to write this play, which 
premiered in 1970. They picked up 
the absurdity of the official version 
and ran with it, turning tragedy into 
farce, with a fast, furious wisecracking 
plot dissecting the police account to 
hilarious effect. 

But the fascists took revenge: 
three years later, it is believed at 
the instigation of the police, fascists 
kidnapped, raped and tortured Rame 
before dumping her in a park. But she 
survived and was again campaigning 
against the fascists only weeks later. 

The play has been performed and 
revived countless times, in many 
countries and languages. This new 
production does full justice to the comic 
heart of the original piece and retains 
its breathless, rapid-fire humour. Tom 
Basden’s adapted script fizzes and 
crackles, while Daniel Rigby’s maniacal 
central performance (as literally, The 
Maniac) is wonderful. 

However, in the process of 
transposing the story from Italy 
50 years ago to modern London the core 
issue has, perhaps inevitably, become 
a wider concern with deaths in police 
custody and, while the bombing that 
formed the backdrop to events in the 
police station is mentioned, its fascist 
authorship is sadly lost. 

All the same, this rather special 
production is not to be missed. It is 
a riotous tour de force that reminds 
us that, even dealing with such dark 
and tragic subjects as deaths in 
custody, humour — even farce — can 
be an extraordinarily powerful tool in 
exposing the truth. 
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Paul Jackson 


Our regular commentator reviews a book that provides a 
guide to the dynamics of anti-Semitism and offers practical 
suggestions on how to challenge age-old tropes 


It’s everyone's history 


Everyday Hate: How antisemitism is built 


into our world and how you can change it 
Dave Rich 

Biteback Publishing, 2023 

320pp, £20 h/b, ISBN: 9781785907906 


ave Rich’s excellent new book, Everyday Hate, begins 

with a series of examples of how Jewish people in 

Britain are regularly targeted with swastikas, verbal 

abuse and physical violence. As Rich explains, anti- 
Semitism is a prejudice impacting in very real ways on Jewish 
communities today and is rooted in centuries of history that 
has embedded anti-Semitic ideas across the modern world. 
Worryingly, later in the book, Rich clearly sets out how anti- 
Semitism and related conspiracy theories are becoming more 
common among younger people. 

Written across eight engaging chapters, Rich dissects key 
examples of anti-Semitism, such as ‘The Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion’, fearful talk around the supposed power of 
the Rothschilds and Holocaust denial. Yet, despite a clear 
understanding of the past, the book specifically states it is not a 
history of anti-Semitism, but rather seeks to explore how ideas 
from the distant past are used by anti-Semites in the present 
day. 

Throughout, striking examples are used. Regarding the 
reframing of the blood libel trope of the medieval era, Rich 
explains that it can be seen in some of the anti-Semitic 
responses to the Grenfell Tower disaster. One Facebook post he 
cites specifically claimed that people had been ‘burned alive in 
a Jewish ritual sacrifice’ and that Jewish people were making 
money from insurance claims. Such examples not only highlight 
that anti-Semitism is nothing new but demonstrate how social 
media is playing a prominent role in disseminating these old 
ideas in new, digital formats. 

Rich’s analysis identifies how major political leaders have 
played a part in giving licence to anti-Semitic prejudices in 
modern times, as well as how crises such as the Covid pandemic 
have created new situations for anti-Semitic conspiracies 
to find new audiences. The book also dives into the cultural 
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normalisations as well, highlighting how ambiguity can help 
anti-Semitism enter the mainstream in plain sight. For example, 
Rich notes in his discussion of the animated television series 
South Park that its characters Cartman, who is often overtly 
anti-Semitic, and Kyle, a Jew on the receiving end of such abuse, 
allows for repeated, outrageous anti-Semitism to be broadcast. 

Whatever else such cultural products do, they allow 
anti-Semitic statements to be expressed in very public ways. 
Rich does not call for South Park to be ‘cancelled’, and notes 
it can be genuinely satirical, but he goes on to discuss how 
such media might relate to much more disturbing material, 
such as the Happy Merchant meme. Variants of this image 
have been widely shared on social media in recent times, 
including by many extreme right networks. It depicts a Jewish 
man as stereotypically greedy and sinister. If we want to think 
about the rise of anti-Semitism among young people, such 
synergies between the mainstream and the extremes need to be 
better understood. 

Rich identifies some practical approaches on how to challenge 
anti-Semitism too. This includes making sure that addressing 
anti-Semitism is a core aspect of anti-racist campaigning. He 
also argues that anti-Semitism needs to be more carefully 
measured, to foster a better understanding of its nature and 
scale. 

Interestingly, Rich highlights that calling out anti-Semitism is 
not simply part of Jewish history, but part of everyone’s history. 
Modern society is built on cultures that have been deeply anti- 
Semitic, so why is it typically only Jewish museums that identify 
and problematise anti-Semitism? School education and the ‘pre- 
bunking’ of anti-Semitic tropes among young people, before 
they get exposed to them, is also a crucial part of addressing 
anti-Semitic prejudices, he explains. 

As Rich concludes, everyone can play a part in rooting out 
anti-Semitism. Doing so will make for a better type of society 
where conspiracy theories based on hate carry far less influence, 
and ideally none at all. For anyone wanting to understand the 
origins, and especially the current dynamics of anti-Semitism, 
Rich’s Everyday Hate is an essential, short read. @ 


Paul Jackson is a senior lecturer in history at Northampton 
University, specialising in extreme right ideology today 
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Exposing C18 murder plots 


In the previous issue, Gerry Gable described a Searchlight 
and World in Action investigation into C18 in 1993. Now, 
Andy Bell describes how five years later further revelations 
ensued, including a plot to kill one of the journalists involved 


hirty years ago, in April 
1993, ITV’s World in Action 
(WIA) broadcast the first 
major investigation into 
the neo-nazi terror group 
Combat 18. It was the result of months 
of investigation carried out jointly 
with Searchlight. 

Five years after the first World in 
Action/Searchlight investigation into 
Combat 18 — which ended with C18 
leader Charlie Sargent threatening to 
have me shot in the head — we returned 
to the subject. 

Sargent’s was not an empty threat. 

It turned out that he was well capable 
of murder. In 1998, he was in court, 
charged with killing one of his C18 
comrades. And, although we didn’t 
know it at the time, he had been the 
driving force in a plot to murder a 
WIA journalist who had worked on 
the first programme. 

In the years following the first 
programme, C18 was split by a bitter 
internal feud. On the one side, was 
Sargent, his brother Steve and a few 
others who were milking the operation 
through the sale of t-shirts and white 
power music CDs. On the other, was 
a hardline faction around Will ‘Wilf 
the Beast’ Browning, who wanted to 
take the group in the direction of fully 
fledged terrorism. 

The feuding had started as a war of 
words between Sargent and Browning, 
with each slagging off the other, but 
escalated seriously when Sargent and 
his mate, Martin Cross, murdered Chris 
Castle, a friend of Browning and one of 
his faction, in 1997. Early the following 
year, Sargent and Cross stood trial for 
murder, and we at WIA decided to 
make another programme. It was to be 
a very strange ride. Browning’s hatred 
of Sargent and his desire to avenge his 
friend knew no limits. In fact, it even 
extended to him helping us in making 
the programme. The man, who in an 
earlier WIA programme about C18 and 
football hooliganism had attacked a 
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film crew with a screwdriver, was now 
prepared to sit down with us to lunch. 
Many times, in fact — quite apart from 
revenge, Browning certainly liked his 
food, especially when someone else was 
paying. This was all done, of course, 
with the knowledge and approval of 
his London C18 comrades who, like 
him, were prepared to sanction almost 
anything to get back at Sargent. 
Contact with Browning was through 
Nick Lowles, who was seconded from 
Searchlight to work with us. At that 
time, I was a producer with WIA and 
Nick and I were working together. It was 
at one of these lunches that, jokingly, 
I asked Browning: ‘So, Will, am I on 
your Xmas card list now?’ Browning, 
paused, looked up from his plate, fixed 
me with a stare and recited a south 
London address. ‘I don’t understand,’ I 
said, puzzled. ‘That’s your address,’ said 
Browning. ‘No, it’s not’, I replied. ‘Well, 


Thugs ‘r' us 

Will Browning 
(below left) with 
Darren Wells; 
facing page: Wells 
and Browning 
with Ulster 
Loyalists (top); 
Browning wielding 
a screwdriver 
(centre) as he 
attacks a WIA 

film crew; and 
Sargent's note to 
Browning (bottom) 
identifying 
‘basement flat’ as 
the location to 
wreak revenge 

on a WIA journalist 


it’s the address of one of your blokes...’ 
Indeed, it was. It was the address 
of Quentin McDermott, the assistant 
producer on the first WIA film about 
C18. ‘We were going to hit him,’ said 
Browning. I said I didn’t believe a word 
of it. ‘So, you come out of the Tube 
station,’ said Browning, ‘you go right, 
you take the first turning on the right. 
He’s on the right-hand side of the street 
at the end. Basement flat. Big lounge 
window. Red window frame. We were 
going to pop him through the window. 
Charlie wanted him hit. He ordered it.’ 
I again expressed scepticism, and 
then Browning told us a about a page 
from the electoral register that police 
had seized when his house was raided 
in January 1995 - how it contained 
Quentin’s address, how Sargent’s 
handwriting was on it, and how it could 
be recovered from the trial exhibits of 
the race relations case where he and 
Sargent had later faced charges. And he 
went on to tell us what had happened. 


Revenge 

At the end of 1994, Sargent was still livid 
about the WIA investigation and wanted 
revenge. They tried to track me down, 
but couldn’t find me. So they began to 
work their way down the production 
credits. Eventually, they located 
Quentin. Sargent had given Browning 
the relevant page from the electoral 
register on which, in his own hand, he 
had written ‘basement flat’. 

With Browning’s authority, we 
obtained that copy of the electoral 
register page from Browning’s solicitors, 
and it was exactly as he had described 
it. We had the writing examined by a 
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handwriting expert, who concluded that 
it was indeed Charlie Sargent’s. 

Had Browning and Sargent not been 
raided in 1995, this appalling plot might 
have come to fruition. What the police 
had held in their hands after the 1995 
raid was evidence that C18 was targeting 
a journalist who had been investigating 
them. But the police either did not 
realise what they had or they just paid 
it no attention. Either way, their failure 


could have had disastrous consequences. 


That story made up a significant part 
of the programme, which we broadcast 
shortly after Sargent’s conviction and 
imprisonment for life in January 1998. 
We also showed how the authorities 
had allowed C18 to run, carrying out its 
campaign of arson and terror attacks 
because Sargent was working for 
Special Branch and providing them with 
information about the Ulster Defence 
Association, to which C18 was linked. 

It wasn’t just Browning who, up to a 
point at least, was helping us along — 
but it would be some time later before 
C18 realised just how deeply we had 
penetrated their ranks. 


From menace to mole 
During all this time, when Browning 
was at the heart of C18 conspiracies and 
violent acts, he had a very small group 
around him whom he trusted totally. 
None was closer, nor more trusted, than 
Darren Wells. 

So bonded were the two men that 
when, in 1996, they became convinced 


that they were under police surveillance 
and that an armed police raid on 
Browning’s home was imminent, it 

was these two who sat up through the 
night with handguns and a crossbow, 
waiting. There, in a hail of gunfire, was 
where they would become martyrs in the 
war against ZOG. As it happened, that 
raid never happened and by the time 
this latest WIA programme was being 
broadcast, Darren had turned: he was 
now working with Searchlight. 

It had started after the Danish letter- 
bomb campaign that had featured in 
the first Searchlight/WIA investigation 
in 1993. When police thwarted the 
plot, Wells fronted a press conference 
where he all but took responsibility for 
the letter bombs on behalf of C18. At 
this point he began to have doubts — he 
could see his life careering towards 
either death or a long time in prison for 
no real reason. And it was exactly that 
thought that recurred time and again as 
he sat through the night with Browning 
in his Bermondsey house in 1996, 
waiting for armed police to smash the 
door down. Then, the murder of Chris 
Castle the follow year clinched it. 

When Browning began meeting with 
WIA later in 1997, Wells always came 
with him. He and Nick developed an 
increasing rapport and before long Wells 
was speaking to Nick, and even meeting 
him, without Browning’s knowledge. 

Wells was obviously disenchanted 
with ‘the life’ as a wannabee neo-nazi 
terrorist, and became increasingly open 
and honest, providing a priceless back 
channel to what was going on inside 
C18 and, indeed, inside Browning’s 
mind, while the programme was being 
researched. In the end, he even gave 
an interview to the programme, with 
C18’s blessing, although some of his 
comrades may have been taken aback 
by the candour with which he described 
what had been going on within the 
organisation since its inception. 

Handled by Nick, Wells was one of the 
most important moles that Searchlight 
has ever run. In the end, he moved 
abroad and started a new life. But, 
for almost five years, his contribution 
to exposing C18 and stopping some 
of its more deranged plans was 
immeasurable. ® 
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Fighting for all workers and 
against fascism and racism 


earchlight’s first editor, 
Maurice Ludmer, was fond 
of reminding people that to 
be an anti-racist you needed 
to be an anti-fascist and 
to be an anti-fascist you needed to be an 
anti-racist. 

The trade union movement has justice 
at its heart, working collectively for the 
collective good. Fighting discrimination 
and racism in the workplace, as well as 
within the trade unions themselves, has 
long been seen as a key part of trade 
unionism. The fact that the movement 
has also had a role in fighting fascism 
should not be surprising, given that 
fascist and authoritarian regimes have 
repeatedly targeted trade unions and 
individual union members, with many 
losing their lives. 

In 1930s Germany, trade unionists 
were arrested by the Nazis in an attempt 
to limit the part they could play in the 
resistance. On 2 May 1933, unions were 
abolished by the newly elected National 
Socialist German Workers’ Party, with 
union leaders arrested and Hitler's 
stormtroopers occupying all the trade 
union headquarters and creating the 
‘German Labour Front’ in their place. 

Trade unionists around the world 
have found themselves imprisoned or 
murdered, and continue to do so to 
this day. Trade unions represent the 
ultimate international movement, with 
international solidarity a keystone of 
their principles, while fighting primarily 
for their members for decent pay and safe 
working conditions. 

During the Spanish Civil War, 


Cathy Pound looks back at the movement's proud history 
of involvement in anti-racist and anti-fascist activity both 
in the UK and on the international stage 


the TUC and its affiliated unions 

created a Spanish Workers Fund that 
distributed medical aid and food in 
Spain via the International Federation of 
Trade Unions. 

The TUC further played an important 
role in the Basque Children’s Committee, 
a humanitarian initiative set up to care 
for 4,000 refugee children who arrived in 
Britain in May 1937 after the bombing of 
Guernica in Spain. Many trade unionists 
and others from the labour movement 
had gone to Spain to join the fight against 
Franco, despite the many debates about 
‘non-intervention’ at official level. 


Unified by music 

In the 1970s, many trade unions 
supported the Anti-Nazi League (ANL), 
which campaigned against the National 
Front (NF) as well as the British 
Movement. Ernie Roberts, prominent 
trade unionist and Labour MP, was 

a founding member of the ANL, as 

was former Labour MP Peter Hain. 

A prominent anti-apartheid, anti-racist 
and anti-fascist activist, Hain was 

head of research at the then Union of 
Communication Workers. 

Alongside the ANL, Rock against 
Racism organised two very successful 
carnivals in 1978, attended by up to 
100,000, bringing people together to 
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listen to The Clash and Steel Pulse, 
among other acts. These two groups were 
the forerunners for future broad-based 
campaigns against the British National 
Party (BNP) and the English Defence 
League (EDL), which simply could not 
have operated without the support of the 
TUC and its affiliated trade unions. 

Love Music, Hate Racism has kept 
alive the unifying force of music in 
fighting the good fight against racism and 
fascism with repeated carnivals held in 
Stoke-on-Trent over the years. 

That ‘there is power in a union’ (to 
echo the words of the 1913 song written 
by Joe Hill) is indisputable. Many 
governments have tried to limit the 
ability of workers to organise through 
anti-trade union legislation. 


Stopping the far right 

At times, the far right has tried to 

‘infiltrate’ and take over union branches 

or set up their own trade union, such 

as a pretty dismal attempt by the BNP 

in 2005 when it formed Solidarity 

(‘the trade union for British workers’). 

Solidarity still technically exists: its 2019 

return to the Certification Office declared 

a membership totalling 173 compared 

with 139 in the preceding year’s return. 
That it is still recruiting members is 

surprising. Solidarity’s first president was 


Searchlight sends solidarity greetings to all TUC delegates and 


thanks the trade unions for their ongoing fight against racism 
and fascism 
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Adam Walker, a BNP member and three 
times parliamentary candidate. Walker 
was one of the first teachers called 
before the General Teachers Council in 
2007 accused of ‘racial intolerance’. The 
disciplinary panel’s decision to clear him 
was denounced by teaching unions. 

Walker was banned from teaching for 
two years in 2011 after he had verbally 
abused two boys, aged 10 and 12 years, 
chased them in his car and slashed the 
tyres on their bicycles. In 2013, the 
Department for Education extended 
this to a lifetime ban, which Walker 
challenged; however, the ban was upheld. 

Patrick Harrington, former NF 
member, remains as the sole general 
secretary of Solidarity. Harrington cited 
his expulsion from transport union RMT 
in 2003 as one of the reasons for joining 
Solidarity. His expulsion was ostensibly 
because he had joined the union under 
a false name. There have been a number 
of legal challenges against unions who 
have expelled members for having 
extremist political affiliations, or who had 
proscribed members of far-right parties 
from joining. 

In November 2008, following 
publication of the then BNP membership 
list online, a serving police officer 
was removed from post. A number of 
professions are politically restricted and 
police officers, although allowed to be 
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members of a political party, are not 
allowed to be active members of the BNP, 
NF or Combat 18. 

Teaching unions NUT and NASUWT 
have a long history of calling for the 
ban on police officers and prison 
officers being members of the BNP to 
be extended to teachers. 


Racists out 

When he was Education Secretary, Ed 
Balls commissioned Maurice Smith, 

a former chief inspector of schools, to 
investigate whether ‘we have all the 
powers we need to keep racism and 
BNP activity out of all our schools’ 

in September 2009. In March 2010, 
Balls responded to the outcome of the 
report, announcing that he would not 
recommend a ban on teachers being 
members of the BNP. 

The teaching unions were 
understandably upset and the NUT 
debated a motion at its 2010 conference, 
which reiterated the call for a ban on 
teachers being members of the BNP. 
Jason Hill, of Stoke-on-Trent NUT, 
spoke in favour of the motion: “... prison 
officers are not allowed to be members 
of the BNP, in schools there is no bar 
on teachers being members of the BNP, 
there is no bar on school governors, 
there is no bar on councillors involved 
in education.’ 


Anti-racist unity 


Calling for justice 
for the Windrush 
generation in 
Sheffield (top 
left), marking the 
anniversary of the 
Battle of Cable 
Street (bottom 
left), beating the 
drums for World 
Against Racism 
Day (top right) 
and opposing 
Tory plans to 

put refugees on 
barges off Dorset 


When Martin Narey, in his role as 
director-general of the Prison Service, 
introduced the ban on serving prison 
officers being members of the BNP, 
which has been in force since 2005, he 
received death threats. In 2009, the Fire 
Brigades Union did impose a ban on its 
members being in the BNP, as did the 
Church of England. 

ASLEF won a case in 2007 in the 
European Court of Human Rights to 
overturn the outcome of an employment 
appeal tribunal that had awarded 
damages to a BNP member for being 
expelled from a trade union, supporting 
its right to determine its membership. 


Acts of conscience 

A number of trade unions have taken 
action as an act of conscience, such as the 
CWU backing its members in refusing 
the deliver the BNP electoral address in 
the May 2009 elections. The CWU had 
agreed a ‘conscience clause’ four years 
previously, stating that postal workers 
could exempt themselves from delivering 
material that they found offensive. 

Similarly, when the Metropolitan 
Police requested that London 
Underground put on a dedicated non- 
stopping Tube service to enable the EDL 
to reach its provocative anti-Islam rally 
in September 2011 in Aldgate, Tower 
Hamlets, it was RMT members, backed 
by the union’s London transport regional 
organiser, who blocked the plan. 

The role of trade unions in assisting 
with campaigns against the far right 
when extremists stand in elections 
cannot be underestimated. Their 
financial support is as crucial as their 
logistical support, as is their ability 
to mobilise members to take part in 
campaigning against the BNP across 
the UK. This has included, for example, 
campaigning in key BNP strongholds 
such as Barking, Dagenham and Stoke- 
on-Trent. 

Currently, we applaud the trade unions 
supporting counterprotests anywhere 
the far right stirs up hatred, whether 
it be outside hotels, such as in Elgin, 
used to accommodate asylum-seekers, 
town centres up and down the UK, or 
the education union NEU mobilising 
to protect a school opposite the Honor 
Oak pub in Lewisham, London, from 
right-wing protesters from Turning Point 
UK, a US-founded group that promotes 
‘anti-wokeness’ in education. * 
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Barbara Cohen, 1940-2023 


he movement is mourning the 

sudden loss of a lifelong fighter 

against inequality and injustice and 

long-standing friend, supporter 

of and contributor to Searchlight, 
who died unexpectedly on 8 June 2023. 

It seems unbelievable that Barbara Cohen 
was aged 83 at the time of her death, but it 
would explain how she came to be involved 
in so many organisations and had such an 
influence on government policy and law, having 
written many meticulous submissions in her 
time. Barbara literally seemed to brim with 
energy and passion and, having never really 
retired, she continued to use her great depth of 
knowledge and attention to detail in her work as 
a discrimination law consultant. 

Born Barbara Guss in the USA, she came to 
the UK in the 1960s to study social policy at 
the London School of Economics and promptly 
lost her American accent. Barbara initially 
worked with the Citizens Advice Bureaux and a 
youth project, fully settling in the UK when she 
married and then had two daughters. Barbara’s 
relationship with Searchlight began through 
her husband, Brian Cohen, the brother of 
Mike Cohen, who was a renowned anti-fascist 
photographer and a founder member of 
Searchlight. 

Barbara remained a supporter of Searchlight 
all her life, a trustee of Searchlight Educational 
Trust, writing for and advising Searchlight up 
until her death. 

While raising her family, Barbara had studied 
law at evening classes, qualifying in 1982 and 
becoming the legal officer at the National 
Council for Civil Liberties (now Liberty). This 
was at a time when the NCCL was running high- 
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profile campaigns and had an important role 

in amending the Police and Criminal Evidence 
Bill. Barbara acted regularly as a legal observer, 
notably during the Wapping print dispute and 
at Greenham Common. She visited the women 
and stayed regularly at Greenham, supporting 
them with her examination of the by-laws when 
they fought eviction from the site. After NCCL, 
Barbara joined solicitors Hodge, Jones and 
Allen, undertaking legal aid work. She later 
joined the Public Law Team at Camden Council, 
where she was universally liked and respected. 

Barbara was perhaps best known for her 
work at the Commission for Racial Equality 
(CRE) from 1995 to 2002, where she started 
as principal lawyer and literally shaped anti- 
discrimination law in the UK. She played a 
pivotal role in the CRE submission to the 
Stephen Lawrence Inquiry, and supported 
Race Equality Councils (REC) with many of 
their submissions, highlighting the institutional 
racism that was acknowledged in the final 
Macpherson report. 

Barbara’s other focus was around race 
equality duty, co-writing with Razia Karim the 
first Guide to the Race Equality Duty. Barbara 
fought doggedly for equality, pushing the CRE 
to use the powers it had been given under the 
Equality Act. While with the CRE, Barbara 
bravely pursued an investigation into race 
discrimination at the Household Cavalry. More 
recently, she acted as Expert Adviser to the 
Kenyan Human Rights Commission. 

Throughout her career, Barbara worked 
alongside many other organisations, generously 
giving of her time and expertise. She was 
extremely modest about her achievements, 
quietly getting on with things and doing what 


Alegaltour 
de force and 
fierce fighter 
for equality 


needed to be done. From the 1970s, she worked 
closely with the Institute of Race Relations (IRR) 
on the periodic reviews of the UK undertaken 

by the UN Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination and, more recently, on 
issues such as Prevent. In its tribute, the IRR 
remembered Barbara ‘as a fount of knowledge 
about the ins and outs of anti-discrimination 
laws and institutions, their uses and abuses and 
the politics behind them’. 

Barbara had been a trustee at the Runnymede 
Trust and was a founder member and ongoing 
supporter of the Discrimination Law Association 
(DLA) since 1997, serving as vice-chair and 
then chair. The DLA tribute to her noted: ‘She 
was a tireless campaigner for social justice 
and remained active until the last, drafting the 
DLA’s very comprehensive submission to ECRI 
[European Commission against Racism and 
Intolerance] just a couple of weeks ago.’ 

At Searchlight, we are still in shock that 
Barbara is not available at the end of the 
phone or email to advise us on the latest 
government legislation or white papers. We 
had been communicating about what she might 
contribute to this issue on the Immigration Bill, 
but instead are writing our farewell to her. 

There was standing room only at the funeral. 
Gay Moon, of the DLA, paid tribute, describing 
Barbara as being fierce in pursuing equality and 
refusing to accept it was ‘too expensive’ or ‘too 
difficult’. Gay recalled Barbara as always smiling 
and laughing, and added that, in these times, we 
could all do with being ‘more like Barbara’. 

We will continue her fight against 
discrimination. 

Farewell, dearest Barbara. @ 

Cathy Pound 
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